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ABSTRACT 

This book, one in a five-volume series dealing ifith 
perspectives in American education, discusses the education of ethnic 
groups in the United States. The purpose of the series is to create a 
better understanding of the education process and the relation of 
education to human welfare. Chapter one discusses mulxicultural 
education, examining the concept of the melting pot, the 
"Americanization" idea, and the theory of cultural pluralism. Chapter 
two relates the story of three major immigrant groups: Italians, 
Jews, and Poles. In chapter three ethnic loyalties and affiliations 
are investigated. Chapter four examines the educational philosophy of 
Jane Addans, founder of Chicago's Kull House. Public schools and the 
upward mobility of immigrant children through them is the theme of 
chapter five. Specifically examined are bilingual education programs, 
curriculum materials dealing with ethnic cultures, how public 
education did or did not meet the needs of ethnic groups, and the 
"mainstream" American culture. The book contains a sele^ed 
bibliography. (Author/RM) 
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Perspectives in American Education 



fhis book is one of a five-volume set piiblished 
by Phi Delta Kappa as part of its national bicentennial 
year program. 

The other titles in the set are: 

The Purfyoses of Education, by Stephen K. Bailey 
Values in Education, by Max Lerner 

Alternatives in Education, by Vernon Smith, Robert Barr, and 
Daniel Burke 

Women in Education, by Patricia C. Sexton 



Introduction 



The two hundredth anp..\'ersarv of the American 
declaration of separation from the government of 
t.ngland has stimidated miNions of words of senti- 
ment, analysis nostalgia, and expectation. Much of 
this verbal and pictorial outpouring has been a ki d 
ot patriotic breast-heating. Most of it has been rhetoric 

Several years ago the leadership of Phi Delta Kappa 
announced its determination to offer a significant 
contribution to the bicentennial celebration in a series 
ot authoritative statements about major facets of Amer- 
ican education that would deserve the attention of 
.serious scholars in education, serve the needs of 
neophytes in the profession, and survive as an impor- 
tant permanent contribution to the educational htera- 
ture. 

The Board of Directors and staff of Phi Delta Kappa 
the Board of Governors of the Phi Delta Kappo Educa- 
tional Foundation, and the Project 76 Implementation 
Committee all made important contributions to the 
creation of the Bicentennial Activities Program of 
which this set of hooks is only one of seven notable 
projects. The entire program has been made possilile 
Dy the loyal contributions of dedicated Kappans who 
volunteered as Minutemen, Patriots, and Bell Ringers 
accordmg to the size of their donations and by the 
support of the Educational Foundation, based on the 
generous bequest of George Reavis. The purpose of 
the Foundation, as stated at its inception, is to contrib- 
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lite to a l>etter understanding of the educative process 
and the relation of education to human welfare. These 
five volumes should serve that purpose well. 

A numherof persons should he recognized for their 
contribution^ to the success of this enterprise. The 
Board of Governors of the Foundation, under the 
leadership of Gordon Swanson, persevered in the early- 
planning stages to insure that the effort would he 
made. Other members of the board during this period 
were Edgar Dale, Bessie Gabbard, Arliss Roaden, 
Howard Soule, Bill Turney, and Ted Gordon, now 
deceased. 

The Project 76 Implementation Committee, which 
wrestled successfully with the myriad details of plan- 
ning, financing, and publicizing the seven activities, 
included David Clark, Jack Frymier, James VValden, 
Foibis Jordan, and Ted Gordon. 

The Board of Directors of Fhi Delta Kappa, 1976 
to 1978, include President Bill L. Turne\', President- 
Elect Gerald Leischuck, Vice-Presidents William K. 
Poston, Rex K. Reckewey, and Ray Tobiason and 
District Representatives Gerald L. Berry, Jerome G. 
Kopp, James York, Cecil K. Phillips, Don Park, Philip 
G. Meissner, and Carrel Anderson. 

The major contributors to this set of five perspectives 
on American education are of course the authors. They 
have found time in busy professional schedules to 
produce substantial and memorable manuscripts, both 
scholarly and readable. They have things to say about 
education that are worth saying, and tliey liave said 
them well. They have made a genuine contribution 
to the literature, helping to make a fitting contribution 
to the celebration of two hundred years of national 
freedom. More importantly, they have articulated ideas 
so basic to the maintenance of that freedom that they 
should be read and heeded as valued guidelines for 
the years ahead, hopefully at least another two 
hundred. 

— Lowell Rose 

Executive Secretary 
Phi Delta Kappa 
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Multicultural Eduo^^jon 



Sociolojrists writing in the 1940s and ^50s ah^^t fu- 
ture trends in American societ\' were sure that ^^jerica 
was rapidly becoming a homogeneous society. T}^^ pre- 
dicted that in a few decades, the separate ^vhit^ ethnic 
groups would disappear by total assimilation in t^^ dom- 
inant society. In 1945 W. Llo>d Warner and Le^ gj-ole 
wrote in The Social Systems of American Ethnic Q^pups: 
The. future of American ethnic groups seems 
limited; it is likely that they will be quickly abso^.^^^ 
Paradoxically, the force uf American equalitaria^^^^^^ 
which attempts to make all men American and alike^ 
the force of our class order, which creates differ^^^^^ 
among ethnic peoples, have combined to dissolve 
ethnic groups. 

Talcott Parsons predicted the gradual disappear^^^^^ of 
the white ethnic groups. These minorities, he ^^ixx^^isied, 
could not long endure as separate entities in ^ Neutral- 
ized and primary group; they must soon give way 
emerging technologically advanced society. Louis ^jrth 
concluded that the ghettos created by the Jewi^^ ^jyi- 
migrants represented their desire to transpla^^ the 
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" ,alties and identity ^ 

loy 

• ,-,vW.,it ... ^^'^ . tlii' 1 "^^s of the century. 

t these pred.ctio^^ b^^'^a ^>'t« They did not 
1 fhese ennnent . . iniJi' \ .nf?- . 

cif^ ll not f '"cK^'?,^ greejj VfO^^ that were to 
could "" foresee t^^, tu-^' "^h'^^Cir studies were 
^Jce f deeade.f Anw^t-^er ^'^J^ty had contin- 

t . vo ^^^"d.^ vNat^^T, Parsons, and 

ueK'' Z h '" ^^■f''"^ C ' Sr^^;; ,vhite ethnic 
'vfh made their l Aie^^ Sr^ .ra^^ , o f 

unforeseen ^. b^^"^ ^ .j, as usual, and 
"•^' fallout fron. ''^"'^ ui^'^^peot^Y a^velop;"-^"^^ has 
%eO^ new hfe .^^^^.^lity ^,..,jor whue ethn.c 

" .i-is in America . , t.,. 

rtfoups ni .-^ . n i„ . the civi rii'hts 

^ First in iniportan in^ ^'^^K t »^ ii -c 
, in th^ u, ^ifi'"^itv^'^ oartially success- 
.olution in the bl,^.,^ cO^i^ ^ .^.j^, p 

'^"vh s Jl^' b'^^ ^'^-^1 r^-'^^' 'Ta vs enacted by 
"'"^^'^"'and bv t^^-' ^I'^'dit./J^ht; /.^deral rr^oney to 

rove the edue^^^^^ ao^ .^of^^or white ethnic 

.,up.s. lh>^ T I^^rtic^'^'itali;;^^^ of ^/^Z and Slovaks 
coll-^ Z^^^! . ";'^S.rian^' cont^ S^"^ f the Spanish- 
Ind ""^'^^^ gtou'i"^ ^rolym)' Sd to the de- 

sP^^ri TbS'^^- 'T*''^ a^'^ to-^ loins of "Black 

^Hv^'^ki^^'^' -^u ions, pr i: 

^ reciation of ^^^.^ v^'" ft^li^ '^^-^''^wark and New 
S^'Ttook ^^'^^'^ ^ Riming "Polish is 

^::Sfur'and -r^^ V.r.-^^<;j!:'ultaneouslv, the 
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<-"«ho,si(jj^ .(flcl loyalty of the Jews in America were greatly 
^^■"^'"Kth /,t.cl ^'>' tnuiiiiatic e\ent.s in their history, 

killj^"", b\' ^ niillion Jews and the cre- 

Of [5^^, statt'"' Israel. 

political and economic instability and 
^^n^d cli'^'*^'^^''^^'"^ ^''^ "^^">' established social vahies 
b'l^'^' contributed to the search by the second 
thij,J'''prenerations of descendants of immigrants for 
their roo^^ ^md vahies. Many of theni apparently 

f^^^'"^ c^),^„f()rt, ^ ^^'"se of belonging, and greater securit>' 
i" I)Urt,^^,j^^,j^jng in weddings, dances, and cultural or po- 
i'-v^''^' 0\JntS sp^'"^ored by their resi)ective ethnic groups. 
' ' ^^Icl 'pel -^'f^^'^'^' cu.storns and \\'a\-s of their respective 
uiinori^. ^| p.s seem to pro\ ide the needed anchor in 
their li,:^^^ M 

^^^Kt rerio Baroni, a leader of Italian-Americans and 
1'resicl^.j^^ the National Center for Urban Ethnic 
Studies^ ^^^^^^ that public policy, as pursued by Con- 
^'^^^^ '^n^'**tht' federal go\eminent, neglects white ethnic 
groups roi^''^"^^ aimed at sa\'ing the inner cities from 
1 cles-t''^^^*^*""- In his \iew, the federal govem- 
"^^'"^ *^iore*i J^ybstandard housing and poor schools 
of h)l^.j.^j^^^^]j3ns% Serbs, and Slovaks, who, because of 
^^^^^^ lo\v JcO^oinic status, ha\e no choice but .stay in 
their ^n^-.j in the inner cities. Baroni wrote that be- 
Ar^'^'j.fcan ^^^'^^^ problems were defined in the 
context of^povert>' and \'ice, it was impossible to deal 
so,^. I i5sues in terms of distributing resources, 
U^^ pri^^^^'^^"^ among different groups. Andrew 
Greeley National Center for Opinion Research, 

who Wri^ ,,steii-*»'*^*^'>' on ethnicity and the white ethnics 
observe(^l ^ 

t i.s- assumed that most ethnic groups ought to 
^'iinish f\\^.cpt -^^'^^'^^ blacks. Spanish-speaking Anieri- 
^^"'"^ iUiJ'\,neriean Indians) and since it is also assumed 
!^'^^ ^^U)xf eth^^^' groups ha\'e no contribution to make, it 
"'^'^^o..! svf^rth learning anything about them. Italians 
J'''<>vido y/.iu ^'''^^^ provide Polish jokes, and Irish pro- 
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\'icle corrupt politicians, . , • tho\ Vo all fioin^ to go 

a\va>' too. 

Greelev- assails the forced assimilation of the immigrants 
and pokes fun at the melting pot "m^ ih/' He argues that 
most blacks look upon revived ei .nic awareness as a 
white backlash because they fail to reaH/e that the new- 
ethnic awareness is due to the legitimization of cultural 
pluralism by the bla'^'ks- 

Barbara MikuLski, a meniber of the Baltimore City 
Council, pleads for the preservation of the ethnic neigh- 
borhoods with their churches, clubs, and taverns, and 
their special sets of vahies. She argues that ethnic pride 
and consciousness could provide a richness that America 
now lack^'. 

Baroni, Greeley, and Mikulski make a convincing case 
about the revival of ethnicity and ethnic awareness, but 
their discussion of a rationale for a degree of separate- 
ness of the white ethnic groups is made dif^^^'^'t by their 
confusion in the use of the concepts of "melting pot,'* 
"assimilation," and "cultural pluralism." It is important 
to trace the historical origins of these concepts because 
the indiscriminate and often erroneous use of these key 
terms hjis obscured the important issue of the possible 
effect of revived ethnic feelings and loyalties on the fu- 
ture structure of the American society. For instance, inte- 
gration in housing patterns is not conducive to the survival 
of ethnic values. Ethnicity as expressed in belonging to the 
same clubs, organizations, churches, in separate religious 
and language schools, and in restaurants demands a cer- 
tain degree of segregation. For the Amish in Pennsylvania 
and the Cajuns in Louisiana, the degree of self-segre- 
gation is great indeed. Ethnic-minded Jews, Poles, 
Creeks, Italians, and Lithuanians, when they move from 
their old inner-cit>- neighborhoods usually find other en- 
claves in other parts of the city or in the suburbs. Inte- 
grated neighborhoods, are— the truth must be stated- 
inimical to the survival of ethnic loyalties. This fact 
raises tht- question of how to reconcile the legitimate 
aspirations of the ethnic groups to live their lives as they 



12 



Ml LTI-Cl LTUHAL laX'CATION 



want to them and to avoid further polarization in 

our alread)' deeph' divided and alienated societ\ Sonie 
see the sohition in a "new pluralism." Before we tr>' to 
understand this concept, let's take a closer look at the 
"old" phiralism and other rehited concepts. 

The Concept of the Melting Pot 

In Beyond the Mcltin<i Pot. published in 1957, Daniel F. 
Moynihan and .\athan Ghizer conchided after studying 
.sexeral major ethnic jL^roups in .\ew York that the melt- 
ing pot theor\' was not a total success because ethnic 
loyalties were experiencing a re\'i\'al. That thesis has 
since been supported by other authors, .\ndrew Greeley 
in his Why Cant They Be like Us?, Peter Schrag in The 
Decline of the WASP, Michael Xovak in The Rise of the 
Vnmeltahle Ethnics, while chffering on some issues, all 
agree that tlie conception of tl e United States as a homo- 
geneous society* in which the separate immigrant cul- 
tures ha\e melted and have become absorbed into a pre- 
dominant cuhure is false. 

Michae! \ovak has denounced lla- melting pot theorv, 
which, in his \iew. forced the children and grandchil- 
dren A various inunigrant groups to renounce their ethnic 
mores and values. .\o\'ak wrote that "grou^ng up in 
America has been an assault upon m>' sense of worthi- 
ness.** In order to "make it" in the American society, he 
had to deny his Slovak heritage and even to loosen his 
ties to his favnily. 

In hearings conducted by a House Subconnnittee on 
Education considering the Ethnic Heritage Studies Bill, 
which became law in 1973, several spokesmen for wliite 
ethnic groups rejoeatedh' declared in their testimony that 
the "melting pot" concept was dead, and the entire 
melting pot theory was a OAth. They blamed the melting 
pot idea for driving the second and third generations of 
inunigrants to assimilation into the homogenized main- 
stream American culture and to the desertion of their 
ethnic roots and heritage. Dr. Leonard P>in of Brandeis 
Tnixcrsity testified that in spite of all the pressure for a 
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"*melted society/ America remains a collection of groups, 
and not individuals, no matter how much liberals might 
wish it otherwise. ' 

As we have said, some leaders of American Poles, 
Italians, Slovaks, Serbs, and others often use the term 
"Americanization ^ interchangeably with the concept of 
the melting pot. They equate the melting pot th 'ory with 
the pressure exerted on the immigrants and their children 
and grandchildren to conform to the dominant Anglo- 
Saxon American culture. "Americanization for the im- 
migrants from Southern and Eastern Europe,'' wrote 
Michael Novak, meant that they were "catechized* ca- 
joled and condescended to by guardians of good Anglo- 
Saxon attitudes. . . Former Congressman Roman 
Pucinski defined the problem in his testimony before the 
committee: "This country has to recognize that we are 
individual human beings and this effort of trying to 
homogenize us into a solid single mold, be it puritan, 
atheist, or Aui^Io-Saxon. or what have you» is a myth and 
if the country is falling apart at the seams today, it is 
only because we have tried to deny ethnicity." Pucinski 
seems to blame the "myth" of the melting pot for all the 
ills that beset our society. The Rev. Jesse Jackson, an in- 
fluential black leader, has also denounced the melting 
pot theory. "The whole notion of a melting pot,'* he 
states, "is perverted imagery. It has antagonized white 
people and black people because the melting pot is the 
integration concept . . . that everybody will become one 
race, a new race made up of the different people in the 
world." The originators of the melting pot concept, of 
course, never intended it to include the blacks in America. 
They were (juite aware of the importance of the color 
factor. The theory envisaged the possible fusion of the 
"old" established American society and the waves of 
white immigrants who came to the United States at the 
turn of the twentieth century. Because of the difference 
in skin color, it did not and does not make much sense 
to talk about the melting pot theory in relation to black 
children. 
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Spokesmen for Anglo-Saxon or Nordic superiority 
who wrote at the turn of the century had little difficulty 
in distinguishing between the melting pot and American- 
ization theories as the>' applied to the immigrants. Lead- 
ing American educators did not want the inunigrants' 
children to fuse with the children of older American, 
Anglo-Saxon families. They wanted the inunigrants and 
their children to accept the Anglo-Saxon values and 
w ays of life and to forget their respective cultures. 

A distinguished historian of American education and 
an educational leader of great influence, Elwood P. Cub- 
berley ad\'ocated jntensi\e effort to Americanize the 
children of the immigrants. He clearly understood the 
difference between Americanization and the melting pot. 
The former he advocated, and the latter he rejected. 

hi his book, Chan^in^ Conceptions of Education. 
C^ubherley wrote: 

Ah()\it ISSii. the diameter of our imiuignition from 
the north of Europe dropped off rather abruptly and in 
its place iinuiigration from the south and east of Europe, 
set in and soon developed into a great stream. After 
188(). southern Italians ■ d Sicilians; people from all 
I)arts of that medley of races known as the Austro-Hun- 
garian limpire: Czechs. Moravians. Slovaks, Poles. Jews, 
Hiithenians. Ooatians. Ser\ians (sic). Dalmatians. Slo\en- 
lans. Magyars, Houiiianiaiis. Aiistrians . . . be^an to come 
in ^reat numbers. 

The southern and eastern Europeans are a ver\- dif- 
ferent t\pe from the north Europeans who preceded 
them. Illiterate, docile, lacking in self-rel[;iT vx' and ini- 
tiative and possessing none of the Aiiglo-'K itonic con- 
ceptions of law, order and governiiieiit. their coming has 
served to dilute tremendously our national stock, and to 
corrupt our civic life. . . . 

Our task is to break up their groups or settlements, 
to assimilate and to amalgamate these people as part of 
oiir American race, and to implant in their children, so 
far as can be done, the Anglo-Saxon conceptions of 
righteousness, law vml order and popular government, 
and to awaken in them reverence for our democratic in- 
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stitntions and for chose things in oiir national lite which 

we as people hold to be of abidinj? worth. 

Reviews praised Cubberleys work, and few, if any, 
challenged his xenophobic references to immigrants from 
southern and eastern Europe or his notions about the 
docility and the lack of initiative of the millions of Ital- 
ians, Poles, Greeks, and Jews who in fact adjusted them- 
seKes to the American en\'ironment with relative ease. 
Cubberley was not asked to clarify his use of the terms 
"our national stock" or "American race," or to prove his 
assumption about the de\\')tion of the Nordics to the 
"Anglo-Saxon conception of righteousness, law and 
order." Even if the Hills, the Harrimans, the Rockefel- 
lers, and the Morgans were not "robber barons," their 
careers were not marked by unwa\'ering support of 
Anglo-Saxon \ irtues. 

Cubberley felt that the obligation of the public schools 
in areas of great iminigraiit concentrations was to as- 
simihite the children of the newcomers into the superior 
"American race." His \'iew was generally accepted by 
school administrators and teachers. On the whole, they 
shared Cubberley 's contempt for the cultures, values, and 
mores of the immigrants. Clearly, these influential 
Americans who dealt directly with the immigrants and 
their children did not beliex e in the melting pot concept. 
They fa\ored Americanizing or Anglo-Saxonizing of the 
immigrants. 

One of the most outspoken adxocates of Americanization 
and an opponent of the influence of ethnic factors on Ameri- 
can politics was Theodore Roosc\elt. In a speech gi\'en in 
1910, which he entitled "Americanism," Roose\ elt said: 

There is no room in the country for hyphenated .\ineri- 
eanisni. Our allegiance must he purely to the I'nited 
States. For an American citizen to vote as a CJerman- 
Anierican. an Irish-American, or an Italian- American is to 
be a traitor to .American institutions and those hyphenated 
.Americans who terrorize politicians by threats of the 
foreign \ote are engaged in treason to the American re- 
nnblic. 
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Ethnic groups, Poles, Jews, Greeks, blacks, Chicanos 
have paid no heed to Roosevelt's injunctions. They con- 
sider it to be within their rights as American citizens to 
support the ethnic causes which they espouse. As a rule, 
they are con\'inced that their particular objectives in 
foreign policy which they pursue are consistent with the 
best interests of the United States. 

Of course, most imnu^rants, e\en those who were 
determined to preserve their ethnic identity and who 
cherished their group vahies, did find it desirable or 
necessary to adjust to the .\merican societ\- and to the 
American way of life. 

In an essa\' in Ethnic Group Politics (edited by Barle>' 
and Kat/.), Oscar Handlin described "A subtle process of 
adjustment [that] found each immigrant group drifting 
away from the particularities of its heritage and reaching 
out toward a more general xiew of itself that would con- 
firm and strengthen its place in the whole society." There 
is ample exidence to indicate that in nearly all of the 
ethnic immigrant groups many individuals wanted to be- 
come Americanized fully or in part as soon as possible. 
They wanted their children to speak English, to play base- 
ball, and to dexelop a taste for hamburgers. The traditional 
large-scale Fourth of Juh' celebrations had no more en- 
thusiastic participants than many thousands of newly ar- 
rived Jewi^, Irish, Italians, Poles, and others. 

Jane .\ddams, the founder and director of Hull House 
in Chicago, had a more sophisticated and more perceptive 
insight as to the place and the needs of the immigrants, 
both adults and children, with whom she worked. She had 
a better appreciation of the actual working of the melting 
pot theory than did Cubberley and the school superinten- 
dents of large city school systems. While her friend and 
associate John Dewey showed httle interest in the educa- 
tion of immigrant children, Jane Addams devoted a great 
deal of her time to the study of the problem. Miss Addams, 
Hving and working in the midst of the immigrant ghettos, 
developed a respect for her clients and for their respec- 
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tive cultures. She tells in her autobiography that loving 
and admiring Abraham Lincoln, as she did from her youth, 
she would al\va\'s tell the immigrant children to be proud 
of the^r past and of their cultural heritage as Lincoln was 
proud of his youth in Kentucky, Indiana, and on the Illinois 
prairies. She deplored the forced isolation and alienation 

the immigrants. In her view, their withdrawal into their 
enclaves was their respon.se to the ridicule and contempt 
that the\" suffered from iniiu^'n.'.tial elements of the domi- 
nant societ\-. She deplored the fact that intense dislike of 
the immigrants made the children and grandchildren of 
the newcomers ashamed of their heritage, their parents, 
their culture, and their customs. 

Tlie residents and the staff at Hull House were obli- 
gated to do chores for the families of the immigrants, to 
help the sick and the infirm, to take care of the small 
children while mothers were away, and even to prepare 
bodies for burial. Jane Addams .saw this service as bene- 
ficial to her .staff because it gave them an opportunity to 
get to know and to appreciate the life and the culture of 
the immigrants. Americanization to Jane Addams did not 
mean Anglo-Saxoni/ing the immigrants. To be sure she 
hoped to acculturate the immigrants and their children to 
the American society and its mainstream culture but she 
was conx'inced that America as a nation was still in a 
process of dynamic change and that the immigrants had 
much to contribute to the emergent and forming American 
culture. It is in tLis .sen.se that Jane Addams used and 
understood the "melting pot'' concept long before it be- 
came a ^videly u.sed term. 

The idea of America as a melting pot was first used by 
John de Crevecoeur who wrote in 1756, "Here in America 
individuals of all nations are melted into a new race of 
men." That concept was elaborated upon by Israel Zang- 
will, a Briti^ writer wlu) in 1908 wrote a pla\' entitled 
The Melting, Fot. The pla\' was produced on Broadwa\' and 
met with great success. In the play, the hero, a young 
Jewish violini.st, an innnigrant from Russia, speaks the.se 
lines: 
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America is Cod's Cnicibie. the j^reat Melting Pot where 
all the races of Europe are melting and reforming! Here 
you stand good folk, think I. when I see you at Ellis Island, 
here \'oii stand, in your fifty groups, with your fifty lan- 
guages and histories, and \'our fift\- blood hatreds and 
ri\'a!ries. But you won't be long like that, brothers, for 
these are the fires of Cod you come to — these are the fires 
of Cod, A fig for your feuds and \'endettas! Ge. man and 
Frenchmen. Irishmen and English. Jews and Russians, into 
theOucible w ith you all! God is making the American. 

There is little common ground between Zangwill s melt- 
ing pot theory and Cubberley s theory of Americanization, 
his assumption of the exist( m^c of an American race, his 
belief in .\nglo-Saxon superiority, or his advocacy of the 
use of .schools to Americanize v<;e children of the immi- 
grants. While Cubberley looked with contempt on the cul- 
tural heritage of the immigrants and demanded their as- 
similation into the Anglo-Saxon dominant culture, Zangwill 
welcomed the contributions of Italians, Poles, Jews, Rus- 
sians, Sloxaks, and others. The melting pot theory assumed 
that American culture was like a mighty river that grate- 
fully receives the variety of flows from the many tributary 
rixers representing the various cultures of the immigrant 
groups. According to Zangwill, the constant input of the 
tributaries changes and enriches the great river. The im- 
migrant* are not forced to become Americans by deser- 
tion of V.ieir cultures, but b\ the melting or adjusting of 
their cultural heritages to the dominant culture. This pro- 
cess v/ould eventually produce a unique, superior race and 
a superior culture. *The real American," Zangwill wrote, 
"has not yet arrived. He is only in the Crucible, I tell you — 
he will be the fusion of all races, perhaps the coming 
superman.^ 

The adxocate.s of the melting pot theor\- deplored the 
hatreds and feuds that the immigrants brought with them 
from Europe and perpetuated in America, but they ac- 
knowledged that there was much good in their respective 
cultures. They believed that the new, emerging American 
culture nmst be built not on the destruction of the cultural 
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\alues and mores of the xarious immigrant groups but on 
their fusion with the existing American civilization, which 
itself was never purely Anglo-Saxon but a product of the 
interaction of Anglo-Saxon elements with the French, the 
Irish, the Dutch, the American Indians, and the blacks. 

The melting pot concept presupposes respect for the 
cultural heritage of the immigrants because it accepts their 
intrinsic values and their potential contribution to the cul- 
tural melting process, which was and is taking place on 
American soiL This process en\ isaged the emergence of a 
new American people from the crucible of American plural- 
istic society. 

Finally, the melting pot theorists rejected the notion, 
expressed by Cubberle\' and other nativist spokesmen, of 
the superiority of the Nordic, Anglo-Saxon race. In the 
burning fires of the malting pot, all races were equal — all 
were reshaped, and molded into a new entity. Readiness 
to sacrifice part of one's ethnic culture for the common 
good was reciuired, but in the process of creating a new 
nation, all cultures and all cultural strains were important 
factors. 

The "Americanization" Idea 

The confusion between the terms "Americanization" 
and the melting pot has recently become so widespread 
that it makes an intelligent discussion of ethnicity, of 
ethnic education or "multi-culturar' education difficult, if 
not impossible. Those who proclaim that the melting pot 
idea was a myth or that it is dead obviously confuse that 
idea with the theory of Americanization. They are ob- 
viously unaware that Zangwill's term, which was conse- 
quently refined and elaborated upon by sociologists into a 
social theory, aroused strong opposition among the ad- 
vocates of outright Americanization of the immigrants. 

In 1926, Henry Pratt Fairchild, one of the most dis- 
tinguished American sociologists of his time, published a 
book entitled The Melting Pot Mistake, which met with 
great critical acclaim. Fairchild argued that while the racial 
makeup of th^ American people would be hard to define. 
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an American nationality did exist, based on Nordic or 
Anglo-Saxon cnltural values and mores. The American na- 
tion, according to F'airchild, was formed principally by 
immigrants from England, Ireland, Germany, and the 
Scandinavian countries. But "beginning about 1882,'' he 
wrote, "the innnigration problem in the United States has 
become increa.singh' a racial problem in two distinct ways, 
first by altering profoundly the Nordic predominance in 
the American population, and second by introducing vari- 
ous new elements which are .so different from an\' of the 
old ingredients that even small quantities are deeply sig- 
nificant." I'hese "new elements" consisted of Italians, 
Poles, and Jews, who were coming to the United States 
in large numbers. "The American people/' Fairchild ar- 
gued, "have .since the revolution resisted any threat of 
dilution by a widely different race and must continue to 
do so in the case of large-scale immigration. If they fail to 
do so, the American nation would face the beginning of 
the j)rocess of mongrelization." 

The "melting pot" idea, according to F'airchild, was 
"slowly, insidiously, irresistably eating away the very heart 
of the United States. What was being melted in the great 
Melting Pot, losing all form and synunetry, all beauty and 
character, all nobility and usefulness, was the American 
nationality itself." 

What the innnigrants had to be told, with great kind- 
ness and full consideration, according to P'^airchild, was 
that they were welcome to the United States under the 
condition that they would renounce their respective cul- 
tural xalues and embrace the dominant culture f<. ^ed by 
the predominantly Nordic American people ^ince its in- 
dependence. The American public schools must be made 
the effective tools of achieving this objective, at least as 
far as the children of the immigrants were concerned. And 
this process must be accomplished as fast as possible. 

Obviously, the melting pot concept and theory had a 
different meaning for Fairchild than it has for those who 
write on behalf of the white ethnic groups today. 

Howexer, for many inmiigrants in the '20s and '30s, 
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or at least for those who wished to maintain their ethnic 
identity, neither the Americanization concept, nor the 
melting pot theory were acceptable. That was particularly 
true of some Jews, Poles, Italians, Slovaks, Greeks, Serbs, 
Croatians, and others. For many of them, Americanization 
meant forceful assimilation, the acceptance of a cultural 
gap, and often a rift between the older and the younger 
generation. The melting pot theory, while predicated on 
an attitude of respect for ethnic cultures, also envisioned 
as the end result of the process an emergence of a new, 
fused American culture. That fact presented a serious 
dilenuna for many segments of the ethnic groups. Jews, 
for instance, wished to remain a distinct ethnic and reli- 
gious group, but, like the Poles and Italians, they wanted 
to be and to be considered by the general community as 
full-fledged members of the American society and the 
American nation. 

'*Unity in Diversity*' 

1'he theory of "cultural pluralism," developed princi- 
pally by Horace M. Kallen, offered the most attractive 
solution to this dilenmia. Accepting the existence of a 
mainstream .American culture, Kallen maintained that the 
dominant culture would benefit from coexistence and con- 
stant interaction with the cultures of the ethnic groups. 
Kallen stressed that he was not advocating the multi- 
cultural autonomous pattern of the Austro-Hungarian Em- 
pire. On the contrary, he repeatedly used the term **unity 
in diversity." The various ethnic groups would accept and 
cherish the common elements of American cultural, poli- 
tical, and social mores as represented by the public 
schools, but they would by their own efforts support sup- 
plemental education for their young to preserve their 
ethnic cultural awareness and x alues. 

1'he recent re-emergence of strong ethnic loyalties in 
a number of white ethnic groups, the passage by Congress 
of the 1973 Ethnic Heritage Studies Bill, make it neces- 
sary to clarify th? terms and concepts used in the discus- 
sion of ethnic or multi-cultural studies to be introduced into 
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our schools. It seems especially important to ^\ear 
about the historical origin and the correct meaning 
concepts and theories of Ainericani/ation, the Meltinj> pot, 
and Cultural Phirahsm. 

Ethnic studies have a place in the curriculi"!^ ^^^^ 
schools, especially where parents and children ^le^j^^nd 
their introduction. But it makes Httle sense for ^^^.^nie 
spokesmen of the ethnic groups to deny, in 19T6, tho'^.^^is- 
tence of a mainstream American culture. Monsig^ior Q^»no 
Baroni, a leader in the moxement for the introductj^^ 
ethnic studies in schools and universities, conmient^^| jn 
connection with the pas.sage by Congress of the {^^.j^jiic 
Heritage Studies Bill that the new "program ^h*^ first 
significant step taken by the federal go\'emment in r^.^.^^^- 
nizing the necessity for a phiraHstic education ir^ ^^jr 
society." Father Baroni ma\- be doing harm to his o^^*;e. 
Instead of modestly asking that in those areas it^ 
country, mostly in a number of big cities, where the 
centration of ethnic groups is hirge and cohesi\'e, ^'^^Of^jHy 
prepared ethnic studies be introduced and experin^^^^^j 
with. Monsignor Baroni assumes that America is. or j^^,, 
coming, a multi-ethnic society. It is easy to predict ^j^^t 
unless ethnic spokesmen adopt a more modest st^^^^-e, 
the Ethnic Heritage Studies Bill will not be re-funde^ 
Congress. It seems essential to acknowledge the ^"^^sit^nce 
of a mainstream American culture, which, because ^j^e 
melting pot was basically successful, is not an At^g]^. 
Saxon culture but an Anv rj^^'an culture. This •^"^^^i^.an 
culture rests on the bedrock of Anglo-Saxon tradi^j^j^^ 
in language, hiw, and lore, but it has been greatly i^odi' 
fied and enriched by -nfusions from many ^^^^"^'j^ta^t 
cultures. Today, that niuinstream culture is so secure ^^r^^ 
it can easily afford and would probably benefit fron^ 
cndeax'ors of some ethnic groups to presene their 
cultural heritage and \ahies. But as Senator ^>^^hard 
Scheiker, of Pennsxivania, the author of the Ethnic \\^^[, 
tage Studies Bill stated on the floor of the Senate, ^j^^ 
objectix e of his bill was to unite and not to divide ^'^"^e^j^.^. 
Kallen's slogan, unity in diversity, is as important 
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The New Ethnicity and 
the Story of the Major 
Immigrant Groups 



For ' years, stressing ethnic separateness was 

f rowne^^ ^^^^^j] in the American society. This was true in 
politics -^^rter^^^^ particularly in schools. 

Native (German, Yiddish, or Russian accents, or the 

Italian xt\^T oi speech were ridiculed in humor magazines 
and by ^ ^ Jjans the stage and radio. 

^^Hii^^^^K ^^^^^ children were expected to learn 
to speaj^^^^ ^fnerican language properly, to dress and be- 
have ao ^^j fig established American patterns, and 
to cheri k Arn^^^^^" institutions and established American 
heroes, fjcula'^'y Washington, Jefferson, and Lincoh. 
Often, yi^naericans expected the immigrants to extoll 
America tb^ ^^^^ greatest country in the world. 
Critioisti^ ^ jjjg United States by an immigrant would usu- 
ally evou^ fjje response, "If you don't like it here, why 
don't yQ ^ ba^'^ where you came from?" Observing 
some of relatives and friends grow rich and influen- 
tial, init)^ j]t5 1^^^^^ on America as a land of great 
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opportunity for economic and social advancement. Immi- 
grants, especially those who came from economically de- 
pressed countries of central and southern Europe, ac- 
knowledged and readily accepted the domination of the 
Anglo-Saxon Protestants in American business, politics, 
and society. 

Gradually, however, since the rise of Hitler and Mus- 
solini, the dismemberment of the British Empire, and the 
rise of free countries in Asia and Africa, a crisis of con- 
fidence developed in Western Europe and in America. ,The 
assassination of President Kennedy, Vietnam, and growing 
crime and economic instability contributed to disillusion- 
ment with the Anglo-Saxon or WASP leadership, the 
WASP ethic and culture. 

The decline of the importance and influence of Anglo- 
Saxon elements in American political, economic, and social 
life has resulted in the increased cohesiveness and in- 
fluence of the white ethnic groups, which are overwhelm- 
ingly non-Protestant. The diminished status of the Anglo- 
Saxon Protestants has provided the opportunity for ethnics 
to move into positions of importance in many areas of 
political and eco mic Hfe of the country. 

As a result o. the increased militancy of white ethnic 
minorities, the old established supremacy of the Anglo- 
Saxon elements of the American society in politics, educa- 
tion, and literature (but not in the economy) is being seri- 
ously challenged. Professor Henry May devotes the first 
pages of his book, The End of American Innocence, to a 
description of a dinner given by Harper Brothers in New 
York, on March 3, 1912, in honor of William Dean Howells, 
the most prominent literary figure of the time. He was 
honored on his seventy-fifth birthday, and the guest speaker 
was President William Howard Taft. Among the 400 guests 
were Ida Tarbell, Herbert Croly, Oswald Garrison Villard, 
Charles Francis Adams, Ogden Mills Reid, Alfred Mahan, 
the writer Winston ChurcMll, and James Branch Cabell. 
Letters were read from Thomas Hardy and Henry James. 
In his ,speech, Howells spoke of his acquaintance with 
Nathaniel Hawthorne, Ralph V\ aldo Emerson, Artemus 
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Ward, Harriet Beecher Stowe, F^rancis Parkman, Walt 
Whitman, Mark Twain, ard others. The New York Times 
noted the next day: "Nearly exeryone in the hall knew 
everyone else." And well they might, since this was a 
nearly homogeneous Anglo-Saxon Protestant group. Abra- 
h'dm Cahan, the editor of the Yiddish Forward, and a well- 
known writer, must ha\e felt (juite ill at ease at this WASP 
gathering. 

If in 1976, sixty-four years later, the publishing house 
that sponsored the Howells dinner decided to invite 400 
writers and intellectuals to honor the memory of Edmund 
Wilson, the recently departe 1 distinguished critic and 
writer, the list of the invited guests would undoubtedly 
include James Dickey, John Updike, William Buckley, Jr., 
Mary McCartli\ , William Styron, Gore X'idal, Truman Ca- 
I)ote, but also Saul Bellow, Philip Roth, Bernard Malamud, 
Irxing Kristol, Norman Niailer, Herman Wouk, Ralph Elli- 
son, and James Baldwin. Jason Epstein, the editor of the 
New York Review of Books, would be on the guest list, 
as would Norman Podhoretz, the editor of the Commen- 
tary, Some spokesmen for ethnic groups would consider 
the contrast between the two exents significant enough to 
cite it as evidence of the decline of Anglo-Saxon Protest- 
ant domination. They w( uld express no regret at this 
development. In fact, the i. lear implication would be "good 
riddance." 

Dean Leonard Chrobot of Saint .\Iar\' s College, in 
Orchard Lake, Michigan, would probably see in the dinner 
a confirmation of his view that America is moving away 
from the Anglo-Saxon pattern and becoming a multi-ethnic 
society. "American Chauxinisni is d\ing," Father Chrobot 
said in his testimony ► "Yankee ethnocentrisni, which be- 
lie\es in the inherent superiority of its own group, and 
looks with contempt on other cultures, must be finally 
buried." The connnents of Chrobot on this comj)lex issue 
are rather routine and superficial, but Michael Novak s 
careful anaKsis in The Rise of the Uiimeltable Ethnics of 
the deep schism and contradictions between the WASP 
ethic and the structure of value and belief of the sons and 
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grandsons of immigrants from central and southern Europe, 
deserves serious consideration. Ahnost painfull)', but with 
a sense of profound relief, Xo\*ak confesses that he and 
his fellow ethnics have a negative gut reaction to the 
fundamental tenets of what he defines as the Anglo- 
Sax(jn credo. The>' resent and reject the WASP ideal of 
success as a worthwhile goal of life and doubt the ability 
of the .American societ}* to transform its niembers and 
especialK* immigrants into better people deeply conmiitted 
to individual and national progress. The ethnics, Novak 
tells us, do not want "to keep cool," and the>' resent 
the Puritan preference for self-restraint over the free 
expression of emotions. Moral indignation at occasional 
\iol(»nce. corrui)tion, and other evidence of basic human 
weaknesses is alien to them. In fact, No\*ak says that 
"Protestant-Arnerican nnths of success and self-help re- 
(|uired the immigrants to change their con< ])tion of them- 
selves, their families and society." lie is delighted that in 
this age of militant ethnicit>*, the ethnics (and he jo>-fully 
includes himself) can finalh* throw off these restraints and 
be themseK es. 

Noxak berates the American Catholic Church, which, 
in his view, is ruled by Irish bishops who have accepted 
the W ASP values of order, calm, and rationalit>' and have 
imposed on the ethnic groups a Catholic worship that 
leaves the worshippers unfulfilled and resentful. The cen- 
tral European and the southern European immigrants and 
many of their descendants believe, Novak tells us, in a 
pafiau Catholicism with its stre.^s on religious processions, 
mystery ceremonies, and an unabashed worship of the 
Madonna. "The Irish are pagans like the Slavs, the Ital- 
ians and the Cr^*eks/' according to Novak, "but pagans 
who have allowed their church to make Christianity an 
agent of order and cleanliness rather than an agent of 
m\\stery. ghostlir - . fear, terror and pa.ssion, which at its 
best it was." 

At first glance, there ma>- be some attraction in this 
plea for a more passionate, more meaningful religious ex- 
perience, but the "pagan" Catliolivisni of pre-war Poland, 
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Lithuania, Slovakia, and other phices in Europe had its 
dark and blood>' side, which Novak chooses to ignore. A 
large measure of superstition and an exen larger measure 
of intolerance were built into this version of Catholic faith. 

"Pagan** Catholicism in central and southern Europe 
made no distinction between nationality and religion, and 
Catholicism in many of the countries of central and south- 
ern Europe was the religion. It meant that all instruction 
in elementary schools and g>-mnasia (the high schools) be- 
gan with the recitation of the Lord's Prayer during which 
the non-C]atholic boys and girls in class were required to 
stand at attention whHe their Catholic peers stood with 
their hands folded in a required stance. Obviously, the 
non-Catholic children had a feeling of alienation, Novak's 
apotheosis oi that ancient, passionate but thoroughly in- 
tolerant Catholicism needs some thoughtful analysis. 

'Hie .\nierican Catholic Church has accei)ted many re- 
forms and is exijeriencing a profound upheaval, which only 
its conununicants can judge and evaluate. But the Catholic 
Church operating under the principle of separation of 
church and state, in a country with a Protestant majority, 
can well be lauded and not condemned for stressing ra- 
ti()nalit\\ s(^lf-restraint, and tolerance. 

.Novak *s plea for a freer rein on emotions is not limited 
to religion. It extends to other aspects of life: "The Anglo- 
Saxon fears over])opulation and crowding. . . . Not so the 
Italian, the Slav, the Spaniard, the Creek. Southern and 
Eastern Europeans have a far more V^^^^an' attitude to 
life.** Even for those who have some reservations about 
the Anglo-Saxons and their airs of superiority, the WASP 
ethic looks surprisingly attractive when contrasted with 
the "pagan Catholic ethic" of .Novak and his allies. At 
least in the former, there is a chance of making it, in 
reasonable health and security, to a reasonably old age. 
Of course. .No\ak would argue, as he has, that non-\\*ASPs 
can make it in our society only on the terms laid down b\- 
the U'ASP-dominated society. 

\*irtuall\- no word has a more sinister connotation in 
Novak*s x'ocabulary than '^Americanization.'* The same is 
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true of most of the vocal ethnic spokesmen. Novak merely 
articjilates more clearly and more frankly the theme re- 
peated in speeches of man\' ethnic leaders, that to Poles, 
Shivs, Serbs, Italians, and others, Americanization has 
meant that they were "catechized, cajoled and conde- 
scended to by quadrons of good Anglo-Saxon attitudes. 
. . . The entire experience of becoming American is sum- 
marized in the experience of being made to feel guilty." 

Dr. Rudolph Vecoli, Professor of History at the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota and President of the American-Italian 
Historical Association, stated in his testimony before Con- 
gressman Pucinski s committee that Americanization, which 
he termed "forcible assimilation," was a dismal failure. 
He compared the effort to prepare the immigrants for the 
passing of the naturalization examinations to the efforts of 
the Germans to Germanize the Poles or the efforts of the 
Hungarians to Mag>'arize the .Slovaks. "Americanization" 
is used by ethnic spokesmen ai- a synonym for the '*melt- 
ing pot idea," and is considered an effort to deprive the 
immigrants and their descendants of their pride and knowl- 
edge of their ethnic roots and heritage. 

Many of the political and the intellectual leaders of 
the ethnic groups are gleefully proclaiming the failure of 
the melting pot theor>'. The continued existence of the 
ethnic groups and their militant reawakening are cited as 
decisi\ c proof of the demise of the melting pot myth. 

Ethnic leaders proclaim, to the delight of their audi- 
ences, the end of the pre-eminence of the WASPs in 
America. They paint a picture of the American society as 
stricken b\- a variety of afflictions, including the question- 
ing of long established moral values, the decline in pa- 
triotism, a growing disunit\\ and the alienation of the 
young. All these are allegedK- the result of the misguided 
emphasis on W ASP values, of the suppression of ethnic 
differences, and of the attempt to ^'homogenize" America, 
The saK ation is seen in a return to the ethnic roots. 

The rise of often fierce ethnic loyalties among many 
niillions of descendants of immigrant groups is related to 
their fears, dilemmas, and unfulfilled aspirations. These 
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differ from Rroiip to group but all of them can be under- 
stood only upon the background of the histor)' and the 
nature of their original immigration into the United States. 
To look to history as a source of enlightenment for a com- 
plex contemporary societal phenomenon has not been 
popular in recent years. History and the teaching of histor>' 
have been under intense attack. Many would have us be- 
lieve that \'oltaire, a brilliant historian, was serious when 
he made his flippant remark: "History is the tricks we play 
on the dead." 

Some social scientists argue that history has little or 
nothing to teach us about contemporary affairs, while the 
social sciences like sociology and political science address 
themselves to the solution of some of the most vexing con- 
temporary societal issues. The state of affairs in our coun- 
try and in the world today lends only limited support to 
the assertion that history offers no help. Whatever the 
broader ramifications of this dispute between the histor- 
ians and the social scientists may be, the present status 
and the problems of the major white ethnic groups in 
America cannot be understood without a long backward 
look at their respecti\e histories. To a large extent, it is 
the nature and the story of their original mass immigra- 
tions to America that determined their pre.sent status and 
even their future. 

The Italian-Americans 
The problems and dilemmas faced by Italian-Americans 
today can be understood only by reference to the peculiar 
history of Italian inmiigration into the United States. The 
immigration from Italy came between 1880 and 1910. In 
that relati\-ely short period of thirty years, 4.5 million Ital- 
ians came to America. They came almost exclusively from 
southern Italy, mainly from the island of Sicily and from 
the regions of Abru/.zi, Calabria, and Campania. In the 
course of history, Sicily was governed by Greeks, Cartha- 
ginians, Romans, \'andals, Arabs, Spaniards, Austrians, 
Frenchmen, and others. To survive, the Sicilian peasants 
had to learn to hate, ignore, and outfox their rulers and to 
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distrust all levels of authority. The only entities that mat- 
tered were the family and the xillage. Only in the love and 
solidarity of the "famiglia" (the immediate family and all 
the "blood" relatives) could one eke out a living and have 
a measure of security in a hostile environment. Beyond 
the family was the loose association of the \illages; be- 
yond that, all was enemy territory. 

The Sicilian and other southern Italian immigrants to 
America were oxervvhelmingly peasants, contadini. and 
artisans, artioiani, who came from the poorest regions of 
Italy in order to escape po\'ert\' and exploitation. But un- 
like the millions of Jews who immigrated to the United 
States almost at the same time from the uTetched xillages 
of Poland, Russia, Lithuania, and Hungary, the Italian 
peasants loved their sun-baked villages, and many of them 
longed to return. Some had no desire to settle in America 
permanently. The\' worked hard in the land of Columbus, 
saved as much mone\' as they could and then returned to 
their villages as "rich" Americans. 

Between 1908 and 1916, several hundred thousand 
Italians returned to their native land. I'he publicity gi\'en 
to this exodus of Italians to the Old Country was greeted 
with anger b\' the American pres.s and public. I'he ridiculed 
"dagos,'' "wops," the ^'leftovers of Southern Italy," were 
now accused of ingratitude to America, of exploiting the 
economic opportunity that this country gave them and tak- 
ing their newly acquired resources back to their country 
(^F origin. The nativists and the xenophobes had added 
ammunition for their constant attacks on the "uncouth** 
and "unci\ ili/ed" immigrants. 

I'he adjustment of this mass of southern Italians to 
America woukl have been difficult e\'en without the added 
handicaps of animosit\' and ridicule. They were mostly 
illiterate workers who could only do unskilled labor. They 
worked hard and were paid little, building railroads and 
toiling on construction jobs. Exen those among them who 
were skilled masons, bricklayers, and .stonecutters were 
exploited b\' the paclrones, their own labor bosses. 1'he 
padrone was a job contractor who recruited the workers 
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and dealt widi the American employers. Man\' of the 
padroncs were ruthless exploiters of their compatriots while 
others helped them to find their \\*a\* in the new enx'iron- 
inent. 

Placed u'ith these enormous difficulties in a strange and 
largely hostile environment, the Italian immigrants made 
e\'ery effort to hold on to their old wa\'S of life, to preserve 
the elaborate mores of the "la famiglia." To do that, they 
settled in closely knit Italian neighborhoods, which the\- 
considered essential to their spiritual comfort, peace of 
mind, and e\'en sunival. In New York, they lixed on Mul- 
berry Street, and on Tenth Avenue in a "Little Italy," in 
St. Louis they settled in "Dago Hill," and in other cities 
their settlements were known as "Woptowns" and "Mac- 
aroni Hills." In 1S87, the Chicago Herald complained of 
the "nast\' and cheap living" in Chicago's Little Italy, in 
the area bordered by Halstead, Polk, and 12th streets. 

In these sealed off enclaves, Sicilian Italians guarded 
their complex system of family, social, and religious rela- 
tions developed over centuries of the turbulent history- of 
their island. The solidarit\* of the famiK' and strict familial 
loyalty were constantly stressed. The values and customs 
and the rigid "honor code" were used to presence their 
families from disintegration and to resist the onslaught of 
precipitous assimilation of the \'oung into the Anglo-Saxon 
culture and environment. To counteract the enormous pull 
of the American environment and the attraction of oppor- 
tunities for success and advancement in the outside world, 
Italian immigrant parents ridiculed the world of the Yankees 
and often did all they legally could to limit the years of 
school attendance. Italian bo\'s were encouraged to go to 
work as earl\' as possible to add to the famiK' s income 
and the girls were taken out of school at the end of the 
legalK' mandated school attendance. Public schools were 
considered by nian\' Italian immigrant families as breeding 
grounds of atheism and immoralit\'. 

The life of the immigrants centered around the family 
and the church. While the men remained cynical and dis- 
dainful of the clerg\', as only devout Italians can be, for 
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the women and children the church was the center of their 
lives. The church was important, but it was the larger 
family that was the source of comfort and security to im- 
migrants suffering from pangs of severe c ilture shock. 
Sundays, particularly, were divided almost equally between 
church and family. 

Mario Puzo, in The Fortunate Pilgrim, a brilliant novel 
centering on the life of the new Italian immigrant families, 
describes a New York street in **Little Italy" on a Sunday 
afternoon: 

Tenth .\\'enue open all the way to the river at Twelfth 
with no intervening wall to give shade, was lighter than 
other avenues in the city and hotter during the day. Now 
it was deserted. The enormous midday Sunday feast would 
last to four oclock, what with nuts and wine and telling 
of family legends. Some people were visiting more fortun- 
ate relati\'es who had achieved success and moved to their 
own homes on Long Island and New Jersey. Others used 
the day for attending funerals, weddings, christenings, or 
most important of all — bringing cheer and food to sick rela- 
tives in Belle\ ue. 

But the process of assimilation to America, while slow, con- 
tinued relentlessly. Italians who moved to New Jersey and 
to Long Island, while remaining a separate ethnic group, 
were rapidly assimilating the mores and customs of the 
dominant American society. The same was true of many 
Italians who moved to California, where they went into 
fruit and vegetable farming in the coastal and valley areas, 
settling in large numbers in Los Angeles and San Fran- 
cisco. Fishing, restaurants, and construction became vir- 
tual Italian monopolies in many parts of California. In San 
Francisco, Doniinico Ghirardelli was a famous chocolate 
manufacturer and merchant, and Ghirardelli Square on 
San Franciscos waterfront is today a magnificent arcade 
of shops and restaurants. The most outstanding success 
story of an Italian immigrant was that of Amadeo Pietro 
(known as A. P.) Giannini, a merchant and real estate 
broker, who founded the Bank of America in the North 
Beach section, then San Francisco's "Litde Italy." Today, 
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the Bank of America has branched; all over California 
and is one of the largest banking firms in America. 

Things were much more coniplex on the Eastern Sea- 
board and in the Middle West, especially in Chicago, where 
many Italian immigrants worked in the two great clothing 
firms. Hart Schaffner and Marx and L. B. Kuppenheimer. 
It is to Chicago that the first connection between Italians 
and crime activities can be traced. It is not surprising that 
in the society of Sicilian immigrants who were despised 
and ridiculed b>' the dominant society and who were forced 
into underijaid and unskilled jobs, a .small minority turned 
to crime as a route to economic and social advancement. 
The ethnic cohesion and group loyalty of the Sicilians, 
their traditional hostility and suspicion of all levels of gov- 
ernment and authority, helped gang leaders like James 
Colossimo, John Torio, and Al Capone to conduct their 
criminal operations. These acti\'ities were greatly facilitated 
by the corrupt conditions of Chicago politics. In fact, it 
• iust be .said that some of the downtrodden inmiigrants 
the people called "Dagos** and "Wops,** felt a measure of 
pride in the swaggering "feudal baron of Cicero,** Al 
Capone, who treated important political figures in Chicago 
with contempt and who for many years was an untouch- 
able as far as the law was concerned. Time and again 
Cai>;)ne was heard boasting that he "owned** the Chicago 
poli'je. Hniiibert S. Nelli wrote in Italians in Chicago that 

I'lider the leaders^irp of John Torio and his successor, 
Capone, Italians e.xerted a powerful economic and political 
influence in Chicago, and made a spectacular and notor- 
: nis entrance into the mainstream of city life. . . . Their 
glittering successes and e.\tra\-agant excesses, and the ex- 
tensive publicity accorded their actions by the press, di- 
verted public attention from the widespread but less sen- 
sational accomplishments of Chicago's law-abiding Italians. 
For some boys in the "Little Italics** across the country*, 
the crime syndicate offered an opportunity to gain some 
self-respect and achieve relative economic security. This 
was especially true in Chicago, where criminal gangs 
abounded. 
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A hi^h official in the Illinois state government, a re- 
spected Italian-American leader who ^rew up in Chicago's 
"Little Italy," related that "there were only two ways for 
the boys in my neighborhood to get up the greasy pole of 
success. Either through hard work and education, which 
took longer or through service to the various crime *fami- 
hes\ which took less time and paid quick returns but was 
dangerous. I took the road of education and honest work." 
And yet, he added. "I can easily bo charged with having 
hnks to the Syndicate. This is a ^ ery tricky business. Of 
course, I know crime syndicate figures. I played with them 
in the streets of the First Ward, went to the same church 
and often dated the same girls. If I were to go to a wedding 
of a daughter of one of my boyhood pals. I may well be 
charged with having ^connections with the Mafia.' " vlany 
law-abiding Itahan-Americans across the country are faced 
with this dilemma. 

The Jews 

1*he contrast between the history of Itahan and Jewish 
mass immigrations and the way in which this histor\' has 
shaped the respective destinies of Itahan-Ainericans and 
Jewish-Americans is great indeed. Largely because of their 
different pasts, the Italian and Jewish communities in 
America today face different problems and dilemmas. Ap- 
pro.ximately in the same period of the great Itahan im- 
migrations, 1880-1914. over 3 milhon Jews came to America, 
mostly from Russia, Poland, Lithuania, and Hungary. 

Unlike the Itahans, the Jews were not peasants. In fact, 
they were not allowed to own land in the countries of their 
origin. They came from cities and towns (shtetlech), 
where they had lived in ghettos or segregated and re- 
stricted areas. Governmental restrictions forced them to 
make their hvehhood as small merchants, peddlers, and 
artisans. But a respectable proportion of the Jewish im- 
migrants were doctors, engineers, writers, joumahsts, 
teachers, and students. 

Unhke the Itahans, even the masses of the poor and 
destitute Jews were not ilhterate. They spoke and read 
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Yiddish and Hebrew, and many Jewish intellectuals spoke, 
read, and wrote Russian, Polish, German, and English. 
Their flight from Russia and Poland was a flight not only 
from poxerty but also irom religious persecution. Many 
Jewish intellectuals and students were socialists or Zion- 
ists, and they fled from political persecution of the Czarist 
police. 

Unlike many Italian or Polish immigrants, the Jews 
came to America to stay. They had no love and less nos- 
talgia for the cities and towns and \illages of Russia and 
Poland where they lived as an oppressed and persecuted 
minority. The sad parting of the Jews from the mythical 
village of Anatexka in Fiddler on the Roof is a theatrical 
hyperbole, not a historical truth. On the contrary, as the 
Jews disembarked in New York, they wanted to forget 
their life and experiences in Europe as soon as possible, 
and they were determined to become American citizens as 
(piickly as the law would allow. 

Enrollment in the citizenship classes, which Leo Rosten 
made famous in Tfie Education of H^Y^M^A^N^ K^A^P- 
**L**A**N, was one of the first steps taken by the Jewish 
immigrants upon their arrixal. Among the Jews it was a 
mitzvoh, almost a religious good deed, to become a citizen 
and \'Ote in the elections. Since they were basically literate, 
they had little difficulty in meeting the legal requirements 
for citizenship. 

Unlike the Italians, the Jews did not regard America, 
with its unique ways of life, as a threat, and they experi- 
enced less cultural shock than the Italians or the Poles. 
To millions of Jewish immigrants, America was the land 
of their dreams and hopes. It was the hope of immigration 
to America, where they often had relatives already resid- 
ing, that made the misery of their lives in the shtetlech 
of Russia and Poland bearable. They read the letters from 
their American relatives with wonder and anticipation. To 
be sure, the reality of New York s crowded and dirt>' East 
Side tenement houses was different from the Xew York of 
their dreams, but America still was a marvelous haven of 
refuge. It was for the Jews a land of freedom and oppor- 
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tnnity, after centuries of wandering and oppression across 
Europe as a despised minority, doomed to suffering for 
their religious beliefs. Where else in 2,000 years of wan- 
derings had they heard at every public meeting that this 
was "the land of the free." 

The Jews were, of course, also somewhat bewildered 
by the new American environment, especially in huge, 
bustling New York. But they had one great advantage 
over the Italians, the Poles, the Russians, and the Slovaks. 
They weie familiar with urban li\ing, and they had cen- 
turies of experience of mo\ing from one country to another 
and of having to adjust to new environments, new cultures, 
and new governments. They had learned how to live among 
Russians, Poles, Lithuanians, and Hr.ngarians, and how to 
still remain a separate entity. They came from countries 
where they were a minority", and they knew how to accept 
the advantages and disadvantages of this status. In their 
countries of origin, the Jews, by their own decision and by 
the will of the majority oi he population, were not Russians, 
Poles, Hungarians, or Lithuanians, but Jews. They neither 
particularly wanted nor were given the rights of citizenship 
in the countries of their habitation. But the attitude of the 
Jewish immigrants to the United States was entirely dif- 
ferent. Here all men were equal, at least, under the law, 
and here they were safe from political and religious per- 
secution. 

To the Italians and the Poles, nianif'estations of xeno- 
phobia, of Anglo-Saxon nati\isin, were a shocking and de- 
meaning experience. For Jewish newcomers in America to 
be called "kikes*' or "sheenies" was old stuff. They had 
seen much, much worse. In Russia, their worry was not 
insulting remarks but pogroms. Unlike the Italians and 
the Poles, Jews accumulated a great deal of know-how in 
dealing with outside hostility or discrimination and were 
ready to cope with its relatively mild manifestations in 
America. They became, in the course of time, experts 
in survival in hostile environments. They knew how to 
ignore occasional anti-Semitic or nativist propaganda and 
reveled in the atmosphere of freedom and in the almost 
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uiiliniitod opportunities offered ()y the new country. They 
welcomed the phiralistic character of the American society, 
rejoiced in its often proclaimed eKalitarianisiii, and cheer- 
fulK' disregarded or discounted the ridicule and hostility 
that the\' sometin^es encountered. The contrast of how they 
were treated in government offices, in post offices, in 
courts, on railroads, and in schools in Russia and in 
America was startling and deepK' gratifying. 

Jewish iumiigrants were happy that the new country 
adhered to the princip.le of separation of church and state. 
In Russia, where the Orthodox Church was \'irtually iden- 
tical with the state, and priests were government of- 
ficials, and in Poland where Polish nationalism and Polish 
Roman Catholicism were intrinsically bound together, Jews 
suffered both as a national and as a religious minority. 
I'he contrast with America could not have been greater. 
The lack of officially sanctioned class distinction in America 
made upward social mobility much easier. The clear class 
distinctions between the landed nobility and the peasants 
in Russia and Poland, forced the Jews to act as middle- 
men between the two groups with the consequences of be- 
coming the scapegoats of both the big landowners and of 
the exploited peasants. This was especially true in times of 
economic depression or of a political crisis. 

In a short time, Jews became unabashed patriots and 
boosters (xt .America. Jewish radicals, socialists, Bundists, 
and the Jewish comnumists, hated the inequalities of the 
capitalist s\stem, but they too lo\'ed America where thev' 
were not shadowed by secret agents, where they were free 
to speak and to write, and where they were not living 
under the threat of jail or exile. Jews, as their affluence 
was growing, became convinced that America was truly a 
Goldene Medini\ a Golden Land of freedom and oppor- 
tunity. 

The editor of the Yiddish Daily Forward^ Abraham 
Cahan explains the attraction of America to the Jewish 
immigrants in his no\'el. The Rise of David Levinsky. Dur- 
ing an evening concert in a resort in the Catskill moun- 
tains in upper New York State, a conductor of a small 
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orchestra had a hard time rousing his audience, composed 
ahnost completely of recent immigrants, froni the stupor 
induced by the heavy meal. Selections from Aida, from 
popuhir Broadway hits, and from Jewish musicals all fell 
flat. The audience remained drowsy and apathetic. In 
desperation* the band struck up The Star-Spangled Banner, 
Cahan writes, 

'Vhv effect was oNrrwlieliuinj^. Tlie few hundrrd diiuTs 
rose like one man. ai)|)laudinji;. I'lie children and inan\- of 
the adults cauj^ht up the tune joyousK'. passionately. . . . 
Men and wonjen were offerinji; thanksj^ivinjz; to the fla^ 
under v, iiieli they were eatinj^ this j^ood dinner, wearinti; 
thest* e pensive clothes. There was the jinf^le of newK - 
actjuirinj dollars in our applause. Hut there w;is something 
else in it as well. .\Ian\' of those who were now paying 
tribute to the Stars and Stripes wvrc listening to the tune 
with j^ra\e. solemn uiien. It was as if tlie\' were sa\in^: 
"W'e are not persecuted under this fla^. .\t last we ha\e 
found a honu\" 

The imicpieness of tlie Jewish experience as inmiigrants 
to .\merica had its effect not onK* on the fir.st generation 
but also on the second and third generations of Jews. 
Many of second and third or even fourth generation of 
.\inerican Italians and Polish-Americans carry with th^-m 
the memor\\ bequeathed to them by their parents and 
grandparents, of the old days of suffering, of ridicule and 
discrimination. Tliese accounts are still bound to rankle 
and to affect ethnic attitudes. By and large, that is not 
true of the present generation of American Jews. Its mem- 
bers remember the tales of stead\' progress and of the 
ever-greater measure of economic success attained in the 
United States by their grandparents or parents. On the 
whole, these are tales of hardships and hard work but it 
is also the story of years filled with progress and fulfilled 
hopes for a better life. 

The key to the success of the Jewish immigrants was 
education. When Jewish parents themselves lacked general 
education, or when their education was limited to Hebrew 
or Yiddish studies, they more than made up for it by their 



40 



THE NEW ETHXICn V 



.33 



zeal for the education of their chi'dren. The desired goal 
was not, as it was in most Italian families, a high school 
diploma, but a college degree. There is some truth in the 
myth that all Jewish mothers wanted their children to be- 
come doctors or lawyers— and many did. Passion for learn- 
ing and a strong belief that education was the best road 
to advancement were probably the most important charac- 
teristics of the massive Jewish immigration to America. 

This appreciation for knowledge and dedication to 
learning and study did not spring up suddenly on the 
American soil. It developed directly from the long tradi- 
tion of the study of the Torah and the Talmud by gener- 
ations of young Jews in many lands of dispersion. The 
most respected men in the shtetlech were not the rich men 
but the scholars. No wonder that in America, where edu- 
cational opportunities were open to their children, the 
public schools were almost fanatically supported by Jewish 
parents. Schools and teachers always enjoyed the strong 
backing of the Jewish community. Many young Jews in 
New York, Chicago, and other big cities went into the 
teaching profession and. taking advantage of a merit sys- 
tem that provided for advancement through examinations, 
they quickly occupied positions of importance as principals 
and district superintendents. Others graduated from free 
universities like the City College of New York and went 
on to become doctors, lawyers, professors, and business- 
men. 

In contrast, few Italian children of the second genera- 
tion went to college. As we have seen, there was often no 
encouragement from the Italian family— on the contrar\% 
many Italian immigrant parents pressured their children to 
leave the alien public school at the earliest legal age and 
get jobs to add to the f^irnily s income. Many of these jobs 
were in the police, fire, and .sanitation departments of large 
cities, in the post offices, and in the electric and telephone 
companies. Italians seldom occupied top positions in indus- 
tr\' or commerce and many remained in blue-collar jobs, 
particularly in the construction industr\-. 

Of course, not all Jewish immigrants or their children 
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wen' to colleges and to professions. Many found employ- 
ment in the clothing industry. *7c^^'ish immigrants," writes 
Moses Rischin in The Promised City, "separated by reli- 
gious proscriptions, customs, language from the surround- 
ing city, found a place in the clothing industr\', where the 
initial shock of contact with a bewildering world was 
tempered b>' a familiar milieu." In time, the center of the 
clothing industry in New York became dominated by Jews. 
Jewish clothing workers were primarily responsible for the 
founding of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America 
and of the International Ladies Garment Workers Union. 
After an initial period of bitter strikes, collective bargaining 
and mediation of disputes became the established practice 
in the clothing industry and it was soon widely imitated in 
other industries. Significantly, since most of the owners of 
the clothing factories in .New York and Chicago were Jews, 
as were most of the workers and almost all of the union 
leaders, "the bosses" were subject to an effectixe pressure 
from the generally liberal Jewish community which sym- 
pathized with the demands of thv . orkers for a living 
wage and better and safer working oi ciitions. 

Today, there are few Jewish workers left ir the cloth- 
ing industry, although some of the leaders of the Amalga- 
mated and of the I.L.C.W. and of the hatters and fur work- 
ers unions, as well as many of the factor}' owners and 
clothing manufacturers, are Jews. In contrast to the Italians 
and Poles, Jews mo\ed o^t from the* blue-collar jobs with 
groat rapidity. 

The Poles 

The pattern of Polish mass immigration to the United 
States was .significantly different from that of the Jewish 
and Italian immigrations, and these differences ha\e also 
shaped the particular structure and the unique problems 
facing .American Poles today. The most significant fact to 
remember is that Poles who came to this country in large 
numbers between the years 1880 and 1910 did not come 
^rom a free sovereign homeland. In fact, there was no 
Poland on the map of Europe after 1795. In 1795, after 
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80() years of existence as an independent state, Poland 
was a strong and distinct national entity. The Poles, who 
had accepted Christianity in the ninth century, considered 
themselves the defenders of the Roman Catholic faith and 
an outpost of Western Christian civilization against the re- 
peated onslaughts of the Russians, the Turks, the Mongols, 
the Tartars, and other "heretic" invaders. Poles proudly 
claimed that Poland was a hving "Christian Wall" against 
the conquest of Europe. Polish children were taught on 
their fathers' knees the story of the heroic contributions of 
Kinvi Jan Sobieski and his Polish army who helped defeat 
th(* Tiu-ks in 1683 at the gates of X'ienna. Poles also cher- 
ished the memory of their resistance to the repeated in- 
\asions by the Teutonic Knights who came from East 
Prussia and the victories they attained in preser\ing their 
indey)endence against the invading armies of Sweden and 
Russia. 

For ctnturies, Poland's powerful neighbors were de- 
termined not to allow the Poles to live as an independent 
people. FinalK-, in 1795, Russia occupied eastern Poland, 
Prussia took the western and northern lands, and the 
southern part of Poland was incorporated into Austria. 
From that time on, for 125 years, Poles were ruled by 
three foreign powers. They regained their independence 
in 1918, when a free Poland was created by the terms 
of the Treaty of X'ersailles, based on the Wilsonian prin- 
ciple of self-determination of nations. 

This long period of partition of Poland and the inces- 
sant struggle of Poles for independence, marked by 
jsieat uprisings and rebellions in 1831 and 1863, had a 
lasting and profound infhience on the Polish people. 
They became one of the most nationalistic and patriotic 
peoples in Europe. To the P )les, who had lost their in- 
dependence to foreign invaders and who were determined 
to regain their freedom, love of country became almost a 
national obsession. The Polish poet, Adam Mickiewicz, put 
it well in verse in one of his poems: "My fatherland, you 
are Hke health, only those who have lost you, can know 
your \'aiue." It was indeed a desperate struggle that the 
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Polish people waged against the might of Czarist Russia, 
military machine of Prussia, and the immense power 
the Austro-Hungarian Empire. The occupying powers 
attempted in varying degrees to suppress the spirit of 
polish nationalism through forced Russification or German- 
i^ation, through bribery and political concessions, and of- 
by brutal force. 

All these efforts failed. The Poles had no independent 
Political institutions, their military rebellions were sup- 
P^^ssed, their sons died on foreign battlefields, in the vain 
^ope of enlisting sympathy and military aid in the fight 
^or an independent Poland. But their dedication to the idea 

a free Poland never faltered. If anything, during the 
Period of foreign domination, the Poles became an even 
niore united people— united by the will for independence 
united in one language and culture and in one religious 
'^^ith. The Polish language became a precious and ef- 
fective bond for Poles in all three sectors of occupation. 

speak Polish, to write in Polish, to love the Polish 
'^^guage became an almost religious commandment for 

Poles. The patriotic poetry of the great Polish poets, 
^'^dain Mickiewicz, Julius Slowacki, and the Messianic writ- 
^^^^ of Stanislaw W yspianski became not only great liter- 
^ture for educated Poles, but their most sacred treasure 

a source of constant inspiration. 

For the mass of poor and largely illiterate peasants 
^^*ho formed the overwhelming majority of the population. 

Spirit of Polish nationalism was kept alive by the Polish 
Catholic Church. While the Catholic Church in Poland was 
faithful and obedient to Rome, it was primarily a Polish 
^^tholic Church; it supported the fierce Polish nationalism 
kept the devotion to the Polish language, Polish cus- 
^^nis, and Polish hopes and aspirations for independence, 
^^^sts delivered patriotic sermons in Polish, and religious 
schools taught Polish language and literature, often in the 
^^^^ of dire threats by the occupying authorities. As time 
^^'pnt on, the lines of demarcation between Polish nation- 
alism and Polish Catholicism became blurred, and they re- 
^ain blurred until the present time. 
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Several million Poles came to America during the period 
of the occupation of their countr\' by foreign powers, and 
the\' brought with them both the spirit of fierce Polish na- 
tionalism and ail unbounded devotion to the Polish Catholic 
Church. In that, they differed from the Italians, who came 
from a free Ital>', and especialK' from Sicilians who had 
little comprehension or feeling for Italian nationalism and 
who. while dexout Catholics, xiewed the Italian Church 
and Italian priests with a great deal of suspicion, if not 
outright c\nicism. Obxiously, the contrast with the Jews, 
who felt little if an\- allegiance to the countries of their 
origin, was e\en greater. Polish nationalism and special 
dexotion to the Catholic Church are still the most outstand- 
ing characteristics of those American Poles who haxe pre- 
serxed their ethnic identit\'. Polish nationalism, howe\er, 
constitutes no conflict with their strong patriotic devotif n 
to the L'nited States of America. 

Poles ha\e had significant ties with Am^Tica since 
colonial times. Poles were in the Jamestown colony and 
two Polish officers, Thaddeus Kosciuszko and Casimir 
Pulaski, were heroes of the American Rexolution. General 
Kosciuszko distinguished himself in the Battle of Saratoga 
and fortified W est Point which was General George W ash- 
ington s headquarters. Pulaski becauK^ a Brigadier General 
in the Rexolutionary Arnn- and died in a gallant cavalr>' 
charge during the siege of Sa\-annah. 

Hut the mass of Polish immigration came, as we ha\e 
said, in the last two decades of the I9th century and in the 
pcTiod before W orld War I. It was overwhelmingK- peasant 
jn character. During that period of time o\ er three million 
Poles came to America, paralleling the massive Italian and 
Jewish immigrations. While the special character of these 
immigration wa\ es has influenced the nature of the Italian- 
American and Jewish-American communities, a case can 
be made that the status, the image, and the problems of 
the contemporary Polish community, or of Polonia, as 
Poles call it. reflect the unique history of the original 
Polish immigration in bolder and clearer relief. In com- 
parison with the Italians, the Jews, or the Irish, Poles ha\e 
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made less economic and social progress in the American 
milieu. The reason for this phenomenon has, of course, 
nothing to do with the innate abilities of Poles, but is re- 
lated to the point at which they started their journey to 
the New World. 

Polish immigrants were mostly peasants who came from 
an occupied country, and from a society which still prac- 
ticed a variation of feudal economy. Professor Florian 
Znaniecki estimated that 60 percent of Polish immigrants 
were landless peasants who eked out a bare living as hired 
hands on large estates and 27 percent were small land- 
owners. Polish immigration included very few skilled work- 
ers or artisans. The mass of the Polish p asants who came 
to the United States had no skills to survive in the indus- 
trialized and strange countr\* to which they came- They 
spoke rudimentary, peasants* Polish and were over- 
whelmingly illiterate both in their own language and in 
English. Thus, unlike the J(*wish immigrants and to some 
extent the Italian newcomers, most Poles were not able 
to benefit in their adjustment period from reading the 
few Polish newspapers in America. In addition, unlike the 
Jews who were experienced international travelers, and 
unlike the Italians who benefitted from the love and gla- 
mor that American society has always accorded Italy, 
Poles came from a country which was in chains and which 
was unknown to Americans. 

All that Poles had to offer America was their inordinate 
capacity and willingness to do hard physical labor. This 
contribution should have been accepted with gratitude by 
the booming American economy and industry but in fact 
Poles were shown little compassion and even less apprecia- 
tion. Bewildered in the new society Polish immigrants 
were determined to adjust and to survive. To do this, they 
became laborers in the steel mills of Pittsburgh and Gar>', 
in the automobile factories in Detroit, and in the stock- 
\'ards of Chicago. Some Poles who had experience in the 
coal mines in Poland, and many others who did not, went 
to work, under hard and dangerous conditions, in the coal 
fields of Pennsvlvania. ^ 
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No work was too hard, too menial, too coarse, or too 
dangerous for the Poles. They had no choice and could not 
be choosy about jobs if their families were to survive in 
their new environment. This hard, demanding labor uas a 
sigiial contribution of these millions of brawny and healthy 
immigrants who without comphiining or rebelling helped 
to make America the industrial giant it is today. There was 
virtually no crime among the Poles; their \oung people 
did not consider illegal actixities as one possible avenue for 
advancement in the new, strange, and often hostile environ- 
ment. Crime was unthinkable in a Polish neighborhood 
where the authority of the parents, of the priests, and of 
the police were highly respected, and where the emphasis 
was on hard work, thrift, and savings. Sav' 'i;s banks 
abounded, and most Polish fraternal organizations were 
(and are) also insurance and sax ings institutions. 

How did America repay the contribution and the ex- 
emplar\' behavior of these Polish immigrants? In return, 
they did not receive a sense of welcome and appreciation. 
On the contrary, ridicule and scorn were heaped on the 
heads of these simple, uneducated folk who worked sixteen 
hours a day in dangc ously insecure mines, mills, and 
stockyards, for pitifully small wages. 

It is xirtually impossible to exaggerate the severity of 
the cultural shock suffered by the mass of Polish peasant 
inmiigrants. They ^ame to this country not from the ad- 
vanced regions of Poland, around Warsaw, Poznan, and 
Lodz, but from the least advanced regions of the high- 
lands in southern and eastern Poland. They came from 
isolated, primitive villages; they had no interest and no 

part in the management of their own affairs and no voice 
in the political affairs of the region or of the nation. 
Politics were the exclusive domain of the aristocratic land- 
lords and of the country gentry. If they voted, they did so 
as the local priest or government official told them to 
vote. Even the rudiments of the democratic process were 
unknown to them. 

Alexander Hertzs Reflections on America includes a 
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perceptixe analysis of the situation faced by Polish im- 
migrants: 

The leap from the world of family and neighbor rela- 
tionships to the world of big-city, industrial cixilization of 
the United States, was of a fantastic dimension. This was 
not only a change of place, of country and of a mode of 
earning a li\ing. It was something much greater — it was a 
transition from a way of life based on a ver>^ simple order 
to a new order of life, which was fluid, very complex and 
which used the most advanced technology. One ought to 
think very deeply about the dimensions of the psycholog- 
ical revolution, in order to e\'aluate properly the extent of 
the effort demanded of the immigrant if he were to stake 
roots in the new soil 

Much of what Hertz says applied also to other immi- 
grant groups, but the difficulties confronted by the Poles 
in this period of transition were particularly great. They 
were much more severe than those experienced by the Irish 
immigrants, who spoke English and had considerable 
famiharity with Anglo-Saxon mores and institutions. Jew- 
ish immigrants were overwhelmingly literate and were be- 
coming Americanized" daily by the Yiddish newspapers, 
which devoted many pages to instructing them how to 
surxive and to prosper in the new land. In addition, both 
the Jewish and the Italian immigrations included artisans 
and intellectuals who proxaded a ready pool of potential 
leaders and spokesmen. Poles had few of these advantages. 

Children of Polish immigrants suffered in the public 
schools the usual tribulations of the other immigrant stu- 
dents, but they had to cope with another handicap — their 
unpronounceable names. Anglo-Saxon and Irish teachers 
resented the effort it took to pronounce these names cor- 
rectly and often suggested to a Stankiewicz or Wroblewski 
to tell his parents to change his name to "Stanley" or 
to "Warren." Polish children soon perceived directly, or by 
repeated innuendo, that to get along in school you had to 
forget or to hide your Polish ties and identity. When they 
told their Polish parents, who struggled in the occupied 
Poland to keep their Polish language of their reluctance to 
speak Polish and of their desire to shorten their names, 
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the reaction was often harsh and unyielding. \o wonder 
then, that among many second generation Poles there de- 
\eloped a growing feeling of inferiority. They often suf- 
fered from the hostility of their teachers to their cultural 
heritage and they were ashamed of their poor and illiter- 
ate parents, who, as they soon discoxered, did not even 
speak a **good'' or literate Polisli. 

The generation gap was real and painful, and it had its 
effects on the psyche and the state of mind of American 
Poles. The effects are still evide.it today. Professor Eugene 
Kusielewicz, President of the Ko^ciuszko Foundation, main- 
tains that even the third generation of Poles "suffers from 
the same feeling of inferiority that is characteristic of the 
rest of Polonia." This feeling of inferiority, he believes, is 
reinforced b\ the largely negati\e image that Poles present 
to the rest of America. In support of his view, Kusielewicz 
cites a snney made by the Polisr.-American writer W'ieslaw 
KuniczaK, which found that Americans consider Polish- 
Americans to be **anti-Semites, narrow, simple-minded, 
clumsy, stupid, anti-liberal, reactionar\' . . . and vulgar." 

Many Polish leaders dispute the views of Kusielewicz 
and Kuniczak and cite exidence indicating that many 
second and third generation Poles are interested in and 
are proud of their Polish identity and culture. The truth 
is probably that some young Polish-Americans are ashamed 
of their ethnic origin and others are proud of being Polish, 
while the attitude of the vast majority fluctuates some- 
where in between these two extremes. 

Fiistorically, it is not difficult to understand the origins 
of the "dumb Polack'' syndrome. As we have said, Polish 
immigrants were mostly iUitcrate, in Polish and in English. 
They had no skills and were doing menial work. They were 
on the lowest rung in the pecking order of employees in 
the mines, the steel mills, the stockyards, or small busi- 
ness establishments. It was often difficult for these laborers 
to follow the instnictions of the foremen or of their bosses. 
Polish workers did not have the padrones who helped the 
Italian immigrants on construction or on railroad jobs. 
Consequently, they were thought to be unintelligent and 
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even slow-witted. Nobody seemed to care to get to know 
these newcomers, and the first impression lingered into the 
second and third generations, which inchide doctors, law- 
yers, engineers, and professors. 

In recent years, American Poles have launched a long 
overdue counter-offensive. They have branded their image 
false and the "Polish jokes" as an unworthy and an un- 
.Vmerican abomination. In a keynote address to the 1970 
National Convention of the Polish American Congress, 
President Aloysius Mazewski declared, 

Our most urgent task is the presentation of Polonia's 
invd^c in a historically and sociol());5ically appraised frame 
of reference. It is not an easy task; its difficulties are deeply 
rooted in the past neglect and ignorance of our own worth 
in the mainstream of American life. 
American Poles are now fighting back against their de- 
tractors and defaniers. The Polish American Congress has 
established a special Conmiittee on Education and Cul- 
tural Affairs, which has demanded from the communica- 
tion media the elimination of 'Tolish jokes" and asked 
them to present the contributions and the positive life- 
styles of the Polish community in America. So far, this 
campaign has only been partly successful. 

There is little evidence to substantiate the widespread 
assumption that American Pt)Ies are more racist than any 
other group in America. Reliable polls of public opinion 
have established that the Poles are in fact less anti-black 
than some segments of the white Protestant Anglo-Saxon. 
Like most of the problems faced by American Poles, this 
question, too, relates to their low economic status. Poles 
live in low-income neighborhoods in inner cities into which 
blacks are trying to move to escape from the wretched 
slums. The other area of confrontation is the job market. 
Both groups compete for semi-skilled jobs, and the pres- 
sure of the blacks for admission into craft unions creates 
fears among the Poles who are long-time members of these 
unions. "The conflict between the Poles and the blacks is 
basically neither racial nor ideoIo^ical—it is economic," said 
Joseph Bialasiewich, the editor of Polonia, a Polish weekly 
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published in Chicago. He made this statement sitting in 
his office, which was once located in the heart of the Polish 
conununity in Chicago and which has now beconie an area 
with a majority of blacks and Spanish-speaking people. 
Most Polish institutions in Chicago are located in the Mil- 
waukee and Division area, which has now largely been 
deserted b\- their clients, the Polish homeowners. In De- 
troit, the blacks and the Poles ha\e united their efforts 
to raise their eranomic status and to fight the city's blight. 
They ha\'e formed a Black-Polish Conference, which has 
been effective in achieving better schools and better city 
services in the black and Polish areas of Detroit. 

However, American Poles are convinced that the fed- 
eral government has concentrated on helping the Negroes 
to achieve equal rights and a higher standard of living to 
the exclusion of their group, which is also in need of help. 
A resolution passed at the 1970 Convention of the Ameri- 
can Polish Congress said in part: 

Be it resolved that the President of the United States 
he commended for his recognition of the talent and abili- 
ties of the members of our Black community by the ap- 
pointment of a substantial number of members of this com- 
munity to responsible high salaried positions in our gov- 
ernment and we further urge the Administration to show 
vqual recognition of the talents possessed by members of 
our ethnic groups. . , , 

The Poles want a share of attention to their economic 
problems by the federal government. But what they want 
most is to be accorded a measure of the respect to which 
their history and their contributions to Anierica entitle 
them. 
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Varieties of 
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and Affiliations 



A common problem facing all major white ethnic groups 
is the difficulty of identifying the elemeni^ and character- 
istics that keep them together. The degree of difficulty 
differs from group to group. It is relatively easy to define 
, "Jewishness'* of the Jewish group or the "Polishness" 
of American Poles, but it is much harder to isolate the 
"Italianness" of the American Italians or the **Irishness" 
of the American Irish. 

"Jewishness" 

*7ewishness'' seems relatively clear to Jews, but it does 
present somewhat of a puzzle to non-Jews. Many find it 
difficult to understand why Jews cling so stubbornly to 
their separate existence as a people, even in circumstances 
where their total assimilation may be possible. The adher- 
ence to the Old Testament and the rejection of the New 
Testament was long thought to be the only reason for the 
survival of the Jewish people. In more modem times, some 
Christians find it peculiar that Jews who are not religious. 
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w ho declare themseh es to be agnostics or atheists, think 
of theinseK es and are considered by others as Jews. Novak 
suggested, with a great deal of insight, that Jews are ex- 
perts in hiding their deep attachment to their roots in 
order to survi\ e in alien societies. The reason for this de- 
\eloped trait lies in the long history of the Jews. What 
unites theni is a memory of their long, turbulent, and of- 
ten glorious past, a recognition of their interdependence 
in the hmds of their dispersion, and shared goals and as- 
pirations for the future, chief among them being the 
seeurit\ of the State of Israel. "Jewishness" denotes also 
a strong belief in th(' basic goodness of man, in the worth- 
whileness of life on earth, coupled with a substantial 
dose of scepticism about an after life, and an unshaken 
belief in the unlimited opportunities to improve the quality- 
of life for people everywhere. Tikkun Olam— the better- 
ment of the world — is an ancient tenet in Jewish mysticism 
and has been accepted by many Jews as a life's obliga- 
tion. Hence, the "Jewish heart." **Jewish idealism," and 
**J^*^vi.sh liberalism." 

The .sources of Jewish liberalism extend to the early 
history of the Jewish people and are the consequences of 
the long experience of almost 2,000 years of sojourns in 
the many lands of the Diaspora. Responsibility for the 
plight of the poor, the widows, and the orphans has been 
a part of the Jewish religion which stresses this worldliness. 
Since the promise of immortality and of a better life after 
death play a relatively minor role in Jewish religious think- 
ing, the right of e\'er\ person to a good life on this earth be- 
comes paramount. The injunction, in Deuteronomy 15, 
x erse 7. reads: 

If there be ainon^ you a poor man or one of the breth- 
ren w ithin an\' of the ^ates in th\' land which the Lord 
God ^^iveth thee, thou slialt not harden thine heart, nor 
shut thine hand from thy brother. 
The Bible and the Talmud contain a series of welfare laws 
including the cancellation of debts every seventh year, 
the reversion of the land to *^he original owners even' fift>' 
\ears. and the setting aside by each landowner of a por- 
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tion of his land at harvest time for the poor. The needy 
of Israel haxe, on the basis of Biblical laws and the teach- 
ings of the Prophets, considered it their right to be taken 
care of by their coninuinitx'. Significantly, the word charity 
in Hebrew, Tzdakah. conies from the word Tzedek, which 
means justice. 1'hus, the giving of charity was and is ex- 
pected of every Jew, and it became a x irtual law for e\-er\- 
Jewish community to take care of its poor and destitute. 
This attitude to charity accounts for the enormous sums of 
money that American Jews contribute ever\' year for hos- 
pitals, Jewish centers, schools, and theological seminaries 
and for the State of Israel. 

The e.xperience of the Jews during the centuries of 
living in many lands under man\' different regimes has 
taught them that there is a direct correlation between ex- 
treme right-wing or extreme left-wing, militarv* and reac- 
tionary goveniments and anti-Semitism and repression. 
Contrariwise, they usually lixed in relative security and 
prospered in countries ruled by progressive, liberal go\-- 
ernments. Czarist Russia, with its "Pale of Settlement," 
the restricted area where Jews were allowed to live, with 
its rampant anti-Semitism, ritual blood murder trials, and 
pogroms became a classic example of how an imenlight- 
ened. despotic regime treated the Jews within its borders. 
Periods of relaxation in political repression, succeeded b\' 
libera! reforms like that following the 1905 Revolution in 
Russia always brought an improxement in the lot of the 
Jews. Tho conmiunist dictatorship of the So\iet I'nion proved 
to be as bad for the Jews as the reactionary* regime of 
Czars. 

Jews suffered persecution from the "colonels" regime 
in pre-war Poland and were later mistreated by the com- 
munist goxernments of Gomulka and Gierik. On the other 
hand, the French Hexolution brought emancipation to the 
Jews, and English Jews prospered under the benevolent 
constitutional monarchy in modern England. The long rule 
of Emperor Franz Joseph of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, 
a ruler whose power was limited by a government that in- 
cluded Austrians, Poles, and Hungarians, was fondly re- 
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meinbered by the large number of Jews who lived in 
southern Poland, Czechoslovakia, Slovenia, and IIungar>', 
all of which were part of the empire. Generally speaking, 
dictatorships, military juntas, states that had an established 
religion, and g >emments that were oblivious to the pov- 
ert>' and suff(*rinii;s of the poor and the underprivileged, 
have proxen to he bad risks for Jews. The same is and 
was the case with the totalitarian states on the left. Those 
lessons have not been forgotten by the Jews. ?ienc<^ their 
special devotion to the Tnited States of America and to 
liberalism. 

The devotion of Jews to the State of Israel has a great 
deal to do with the Jewish past, with Jews* appraisal 
of their position in the world today, and with their aspira- 
tions for the future. The depth of the passionate devotion 
of American Jews to Israel is rarel>' understood by the 
gentile world. In essence, Jewish attachment to Palestine 
and to Jerusalem, the city of Zion and their former glor>', 
has never weakened. The Nazi holocaust, which resulted 
in the mass murder of 6 million Jews (n^.any of whom 
could have been saved if there had been a country ready 
to take them), has convinced American Jews that there 
must be an independent State of Israel ready and willing 
to serve as a haven of refuge for those Jews who wish to 
settle there. Furthermore, most American Jews seem to be 
convinced, rightly or nrongly, that the destruction of 
Israel would be detrimental, if not disastrous, to their 
status in the United States. They are proud of the political, 
economic, and social progress made by Israel, and espe- 
cially of the courage and valor of the Israeli army. They 
see in the widely praised record of victories of the Israeli 
army at least a partial recompense for the humiliation 
suffered when they helplessly watched Hitler's minions 
slaughter 6 million of their brethren. 

While many American Jews have only a vague knowl- 
edge of Jewish history and Jewish culture, they know 
what their "Jeu ishness'* means to them. If they sometimes 
falter in that understanding, there is always the outside 
world ready to remind them that they are Jews. Unlike 
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the Poles, the ItaHans, and other white ethnics, Jewish 
ethnicity is not only a matter of choice; it is, in large 
measure, forced on the Jews by the society at large. Even 
Jews who become Christian Scientists or Unitarians are 
still considered Jews by the general society. 

"Polishness" 

To ethnically minded Poles, ''Polishness" means Polish 
patriotism, a deep devotion to the ideal of a free Poland. 
It includes a special affection and reverence or the Polish 
language, which goes beyond the acknowledgement of its 
usefulness as a language of communication and the lan- 
guage of their literature. Poles love their language, and 
thi.s is true even for man\' American Poles who do not 
speak Polish, because it served them well as an instrument 
of national survival. Poles still sing with deep emotion 
these lines contained in a poem by Maria Konopnicka: 
'A\*e shall not allow our language to be forgotten, we are 
the Polish nation, the Polish people, a tribe descended 
from the dynasty of Piast kings . . . we shall not be 
buried. . . 

"Polishness" includes a deep rc\civi^ ' for the Catholic 
Church, or more accurately, fci the Polish Cat! .^lic Church. 
To a Pole, Polish religious ^iistorns are jv -t not only of 
his Catholic faith but of his P^fish \ i nnality. W hile ethnic 
groups in America obser\-(: soi special l ustoms, most of 
which they brought over from the jountr\- of their origin, no 
ethnic group has made its custom ; nii: -h a \j^rt of its 
cultural and religious ethos as the . niericiiu Poh-s, Holi- 
day customs, particularly, ha . r become unportan: charac- 
teristics of Polish culture and the "Polishness" of American 
Poles. The observances of Polish relig:^*ous customs have 
sometimes presented problems for *}ie Folish churches in 
America, especially the Christmas custom of blessing the 
Oplatek, a thin, unleavened bread of flour and water, 
which is broken and eaten in a special family ceremony, 
and the blessing of the Easter food baskets. Irish bishops, 
who, as a rule, have jurisdiction o\ er Poli.sh parishes, have 
often considered these Polish religious customs as irrele- 
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vant pagan relics and have refused to sanction them. They 
have also looked with disfavor on sermons delivered in 
Polish or oil the teaching of the Polish language in paro- 
chial schwols. The Irish church hierarchy had as its goal 
the establishment of a united Catholic Church in America 
and considered the demands of the Polish parishioners to be 
narrow and divisive. "Ours/' James Cardinal Gibbons, of 
Baltimore, said, '*is the American Church, not Irish, Ger- 
man, Italian, or Polish, and we keep it American.'* 

Cardinal Gibbons' attitude had a great deal of logic be- 
hind it. The heads of the Catholic Church in America, 
faced with large-scale immigrations of Italian, German, 
Croatian, French Canadian, and Polish Catholics, consid- 
ered it imperative to minimize the differences in Catholic 
religious schools and observances. They were determined 
to establish a united and an Americanized Catholic Church 
in the United States. But Polish-American historians and 
scholars are unsparing in condemning the Irish cardinals 
and bishops for using their authority to force Polish priests 
and nuns to de-Polonize their churches. 

In Poles in American History and Tradition, Professor 
Joseph W yrtwal writes, 

But their (the Poles') effort to create autonomous relig- 
ious institutions where the humblest and the meanest 
would receive a cordial welcome and a psychic pleasure 
that was not found in Irish or German Catholic churches, 
was limited by the American Catholic hierarchy ... the 
Irish bishop.'? were determined to deprive the Poles of their 
i^uage and culture. 
Dr. Eugene Kusielewicz goes ven further: *'The low status 
of the Polish Americans is directly traceable to the fact 
that the Poles, unlike the Jews and the Ukrainians were 
not allowed to control their own chuiches." 

One of the most crucial dilemmas facing the American 
Polish community and endangering its future is its inability 
or unwillingness to support academic institutions where 
Polish language, culture, and scholarship would be at the 
center of concern. The largest and the most prestigious 
Polish organization, the Polish National Alliance, which 
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has over 300,000 members and which is also a wealthy 
insurance company, supports one academic institution, the 
Alliance College in Cambridge Springs, Pennsvlvania. This 
liberal arts college, which has an enrollment of about 600 
students, about half of them Polish Americans, offers the 
usual Bachelor of Arts and Science degrees, but students 
may also major in Polish language, Polish arts, and Polish 
literature. The college is in an almost constant financial 
crisis, and the Alliance has had to increase its subsidies 
almost ever\ year. One difficult problem is that the college 
has an enrollment substantially lower than its capacity. 

The other large Polish organization, the Polish Roman 
Catholic I'nion, with a membership of over 160,000, sup- 
ports a small theological seminar>-, where Polish priests 
are trained, and Saint Mary's College, a four-year liberal 
arts college. Both are located at Orchard Lake, Michigan. 
The total enrollment of both colleges is around 200. Re- 
cently, the institution has e.xpanded to include a Polish 
Culture Center, which has published some scholarly mono- 
graphs and textbooks. 

The.se efforts are commendable, but they cannot com- 
pare with the Notre Dames and the Fordhams of the Irish 
or with the Jewish Theological Seminary, Brandeis l^ni- 
versit\\ Dropsie College, and the Hebrew Union College 
maintained b\- the Jews. The budget of many of these in- 
stitutions, taken separatel\-, exceed the total budget of all 
Polish academic institutions. Somehow, Polish leaders have 
as yet been unable to initiate a program of \ast cultural 
acti\-ities for youth and adults that would decisi\'ely en- 
hance the inuige of the American Poles, hi addition, these 
institutions would pro\-ide an opportunitv' for many Polish 
scholars in Anierica to pursue their studies in relati\e 
securit)' and in the public eye. 

The Italian-Americans 
How do Italians percei\'e their own ethnic entity? 
**ltalianness*' is not only a strange and unwiekh' term in 
comparison to *7ewishne.ss** and ^Tolishness,** but it is aLso 
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a concept which is difficult to define in terms of the life 
of the Itahan-Auierican coniniunity in America. W hat does 
being an Itahan mean to an Itahan-Ainerican? It certainly 
does not mean the same kind of fierce nationahst devo- 
tion to Italy as the Poles have to a free Poland or that the 
Jews ha\*e to a soxereign and secure Israel. At least, this 
imi)res.sion is left from the reading of the Italian-American 
press (both in Itahan and in Enghsh) and from the pro- 
nouncements issued by the leading Itahan-American orga- 
nizations. Of course, it can be argued that Italy is free, 
sovereign, and secure under the NA1X) treaty, and Italian- 
Americans have no cause to be jittery about its future. 
Nc ^theless. while Io\e for Italy and justified pride in 
Itahaii culture, art. and hterature are e\'ident and increas- 
ing among the .American-Itahans. fierce Itahan nationahsm 
seems to be ahen to their nature. In that they are not 
unhke their compatriots in Italy, who, while caught for a 
brief period in a chauxinistic frenzy of Mussohni, soon 
tired of this aberration. The stress in the cultural work of 
the Itahan-.American organizations is on the study of Itahan 
language, art. and music. 

A reporter for the New York Times wrote that Itahans 
of many walks of hfe. of the first, second, and third gen- 
eration. \*ary greatly in the degree of their identification 
with the Italian community. **The Italians in New York," 
the reporter, Richard Sexero, wrote, **do not agree about 
who they are. what progress they have made, since the 
great migrations of half a century ago, and \\\.i?re they 
should be going. And yet this people, whose identity is so 
difficult to define, has recently been thrust very much 
into the public eye. Sexero recalled the mass picketing 
and demonstrations of New York Italians to protest the 
use of the word Mafia b\' the F.B.I, and the communica- 
tions media and the strong showing of Italians who aban- 
doned their usually Democratic \oting pattern to support 
Coxernor Nelson Rockefeller and to elect the conservative 
James Buckley to the U.S. Senate for New York. In spite 
of this evidence of ethnic cohesion, Severo quoted Dr. John 
A. B. Faggi, director of Columbia University's Casa Italiana: 
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They [the ItaHan Americans] are not a closely knit 
^roiip in an\- sense . . . the\- take [pride] in being part of 
the great Romano-Italian civilization. . . . But mostly th?y 
share an o\-erriding sense of respt )ilit>- as American 
citizens and that, they are, not Italiai: 

The poet, John Ciardi, whose parents were immigrants, 
predicted that "within another ten years, you won't even 
be able to classify the Italians as an ethnic group." 

On the other hand, many Italian organizations claim a 
rapid jowth in inen^bership— the Americans of Italian De- 
scent, based in New York, for example, and many of the 
organizations comprising the Joint Ci\ic Committee of 
Italian-Americans in Chicago and similar organizations in 
other cities. Professor Luciano J. lori/.za, a distinguished 
American-Italian historian, commented on Severos article 
in a letter to the New York Times (\o\^ember 23, 1972, 
p. 17). He said that a growing number of scholars of Ital- 
ian descent in America are devoting their talents to an in- 
tensi\'e study of the Italian community. More importantly. 
Professor lorizza noted that an "ever increasing number of 
Italian-American college students* are becoming inquisitixe 
about their innnigrant parents . . . beneath the exterior, 
fierce indi\idualism generally posed by Italo-Americans 
is a sense of group consciousness recognvzed and nurtured 
by some leaders of the Italian n-asses.'* 

Probably the most reliable assessment of the state of 
ethnic awareness of Italian-Americans <'(>^.^^s from a dis- 
tinguished scholar and author. Father Siivano Tomasi, 
director of the Center for Migr. tion Studies on Staten 
Island. Toniasi*s studies ha^ led him to co:?clude that the 
Italian-American community ii. America di\'ides into three 
groups, the ''Italian Italians," who are the recent irnrai- 
grants who speak Italiari almost: exclusively, then come the 
Italian-Americans of Mulberry Street in New York and of 
the "Litde Italies" in many big cities who have been in 
this country for many years and whose feelings of ethnic- 
identity are strong anc« who are active in the Italian- 
American organizations. Finally, there is the Aird group 
comprised of second and third generation Americans of 
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Italian descent, many oi whom iire college educated busi- 
nessmen and professionals. "This group," Father Tomasi 
said, "are still proud of their heritage^ perhaps, but [they] 
do not identify with Italian-American problems or organi- 
zations. They do not participate. I'heir ethnic awareness is 
limited to their food, to the arts, to the Italian-made movies 
and sometimes to their history." 

Father Paul J. AscioUa, editor of Fra Noi admitted that, 

no OIK' really knows how many Italian-Americans — who 
identify themseh es as such—there are in the Chicago metro 
area. . . . Seeing the same faces at meetings and banquets 
after a long period of time causes many to wonder . . . 
there is no one huge monolithic, determined Italian-Amer- 
ican community, united on common goals for the future. 
. . . W'e ha\e to face the fact that some people do not 
identify with heing Italian-American and they could care 
less. . . . There is still however a si/eable number of people 
who are true helievers that are good Americans with an 
appreciation of their Italian and/or Italian-American Heri- 
tage. . . . 

\\ hat rather A.sciolla has said here about the Italian- 
Americans is largely true of Polish-Americans, Jewish- 
Americans, Greek-Americans, and man\ other white ethnic 
minorities. This realistic appraisal of the size and the level 
of ethnic identity puts a special obligation on the spokes- 
men of the ethnic groups to be much more careful and, 
yes. more modest about their claims and demands both 
vis-chvls in their own communities and in reference to the 
general community. 

As yet, the increased interest in ethnic identity has not 
translated itself into financial support for Italian-American 
cultural youth centers or American-Italian institutions of 
higher learning. In fact, Italian-Americans do not main- 
tain any institutions of higher learning in the United 
States, it seems that the\' are still adhering to the long 
tradition of southern Italians and look with suspicion on 
civic activities as aimed to benefit and enrich some greedy 
individuals. IIowe\er, in recent years, some progress can 
be noted. A few courageous Italian priests have built an 
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Italian cultural center on (he edge of Chinatown in Los- 
Angeles, and the Chicago Italians maintain a splendid 
home for the Itahan aged, the \'illa Scalabroni. Generally, 
howexer, American-Italians have yet to make adequate 
provisions for cultural activities in their community. 

The Italian-American community still struggles with an 
old problem— how to dissociate itself from the tiny minorit\' 
of Italians who are prominent leaders of organized crime 
in Anierica. For many years, nativists and assorted xeno- 
phobes perpetuated the myth that Italian immigrants had 
an innate "criminal instinct," which drove them to crim- 
inal activities. \o scientific evidence has ever been offered 
to support these assertions. For years, following the large- 
scale Irish immigration, newspapers wrote about the Irish 
propensity for crime. Hollywood produced many movies 
with actors speaking with an Irish brogue, who plaved 
Irish-American gangsters. Today, with the same reckless 
disregard for scientific evidence, many racists are con- 
vinced that blacks are "natural" killers, muggers, and 
rapists. 

Many Italian-American scholars and journalists have 
also pointed out that crime was never an Italian monopoly. 
That, of course, is true. In Chicago, in the lawless 1926s, 
there operated, in addition to the Colossimo, Torio, and 
Capone gangs, the all Irish gangs of the O'Donnell 
brothers, the powerful O'Banion gang, and the Polish gang 
of Joe Saltis. But in the course of years, the Irish pros- 
pered and abandoned the rackets. They, in fact, became 
the cops who were fighting crime activities. Polish immi- 
grants never became attracted to crime activities to any 
appreciable extent. The Polish Catholic Church was too 
effective to allow such straving from law and order. For a 
variety of reasons, Italians, almost all of Sicilian descent, 
remained prominent in organized crime in the big cities 
across the country. While at most, the number of Italian- 
Americans in the crime gangs is less than 6,000, these 
criminals taint the image of millions of hard working and 
law abiding Italian-Americans. A deep sense of unease and 
insecurity sweeps the Italian community in America, when 
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a Senate Coiiiinittee or another national investigative bod\' 
holds hearings on or^ani/c^d crime and the suspected heads 
of crime acti\ities virtually all bearing Italian names are 
forced b\' subpoenas to testify, or at least to appear. The 
same is true of newspaper stories, reporting the c >ntinuous 
nmrderous wars among some of the crinie "farJlies." It 
matters little to the general reading public whether Italian- 
American historians and sociologists are right or wrong 
when the\' present exidence to prove that the existence of 
the Mafia as a nationwide criminal conspiracy is a myth. 
Impressive evidence for this conclusion was recently pre- 
sented b\- Professor Francis lanni of Columbia Unixersity. 
The general reader may agree, but he considers it irrele- 
vant whether or not the various crime organizations in New 
York, Boston, and Chicago connnunicate and cooperate 
with each othei, What is significant to him— and this as- 
pect presents a serious question for the image of the 
American-Italians— is the fact that revelations about or- 
ganized crime consistently mention Italian names. 

.\ccepting the point of view of several Italian-American 
scholars ^hat a nationwide crime organization does not 
exist, a number of Italian-American organizations pres- 
sured the federal government lu ban the use of the word 
"Mafia" from official releases. In July, 1970, Attorney 
General John Mitchell complied and sent a memorandum 
to law enforcement agencies banning the use of the words 
"Nhifia" and "Cosa Nostra" because, as he put it, these 
terms offended the feelings of "decent Italian-Americans." 
The effect of this ban, predictably, has been negligible, 
because most of the newspapers and radio and television 
stations continue to refer to "Mafia figures," "Mafiosi," 
etc. 

I'he problem of how to dissociate the overwhelming 
majoritx- of law-abiding Italian-.\mericans from the small 
minority of criminals is still plaguing the Italian-American 
community, .\mericans must, as Father Asciolla wrote in 
the Chicago Tribune, stop making the terms "Mafia" and 
"organized crime" synonymous and interchangeable with 
the words "Italian-American." E(iually troublesome is the 
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dileinina of third-generation Italian-Americans, who, for a 
variet)- of reasons, wish to keep or return to their ethnic 
roots to define the meanings of their "Itahanness." Pro- 
fessor Richard Gambino, w riting in the New York Times, 
makes some interesting obserxations on the alternatives 
that are facing young Italian-Americans: 

They may opt for one of the several models that have 
ser\ed other ethnic groups. For example, they may choose 
to culti\ate their Italian culture, pursue personal careers, 
and fuse the two into an energetic and confident relation- 
ship—which has been characteristic of the Jewish-Ameri- 
cans, They ina>' also turn toward the church, revi\e and 
build upon its power base a political organization and 
morale, as Irish-American did. (3r, they may feel it neces- 
sary to form strictly nationalistic power blocs as some 
black Americans are doing. 
A few observations on these alternatives may highlight the 
compiexit}- in dealing with white ethnic groups. There is 
little e\'idence to support Gambino's assertion that young 
Jews have successfully fused Jewish culture with their 
careers in the general society. In fact, evidence seems to 
indicate that in spite of the millions of dollars inx ested by 
American Jews in religious and cultural schools and uni- 
versities, many young American Jews have become alien- 
ated from their culture and have found that the fusion be- 
tween their Jewish roots and the American environment is 
quite difficult to achieve. 

American Jews and the White Ethnic Strategy 
The newspaper columnist Dorothy Thomson once said 
that the '^Jews are like other people— only more so." W hat 
she probably meant was that Jews face, as a group, the 
same or similar problems as other groups, except that in 
the case of tiie Jews, the issues and the dilemmas are, or 
seem to be not amenable to a simple definition, and solu- 
tions seem to be more difficult. This is the case when at- 
tempts are made to analyze the status and the future of 
the 5 or 5.5 million American Jews. 

On the surface, the status of American Jews seems to 
be \ ery secure. Jews are the most affluent of all the white 



64 



.58 



Tin: MELTING OF THE ETHNICS 



ethnic groups. With the exception of small pockets of 
poverty, mainly in some sections of Brooklyn and the Bronx, 
Jews li\e in well-to-do sections of the big cities and in 
many upper-iniddle-class suburbs. In 1972, Professor Mar- 
vin V. Verbit» of Brooklyn College, conducted a study of 
the 25,000 Jews in North Jersey, which is typical of 
findings in Jewish communities in other big cities. The find- 
ings were based on demographic data gathered from 1,722 
households and inter\ iews with 631 individuals. 

The study disclosed that there are more professionals 
(doctors, lawyers, dentists, educators) in the Jewish F^eder- 
ation of the North Jersey area than in any other single 
occupational category, and that about two-thirds of the 
working Jews are salaried and one-third are .self-employed. 

Twenty percent are owners or manager.s of businesses. Less 
than 4 percent of all employed Jews are unskilled laborers. 
College attendance of the young is almost universal. This 
demographic data would not be much different in the 
Jewish suburbs of Chicago, Philadelphia, Boston, New 
York, or San P'rancisco. 

It may be cautiously postulated that the general afflu- 
ence of the Jewish community is at the root of many of 
the problems and difficulties afflicting the American Jew- 
isli community. Paradoxically, this general affluence has 
been the main cause of the loss of political influence of 
the Jews in both major parties. In Chicago, for instance, 
Jews who were concentrated in a number of areas like the 
24th Ward on the West Side have mo\'ed en masse to the 
suburbs, where their political power has been diffused, 
especially in local and state elections. The time when 
Jewish political leaders like Colonel Jacob Ar\'ey were 
able to deliver a solid Jewish vote in a number of wards 
to the Democratic city and county machine is long over. 
Consequently, Mayor Daley does not consider Jews a reli- 
able source of votes, and that has been reflected in fewer 
and fewer Jews being slated for important political jobs in 
the city. Cook County, and the state. Only the relatively 
unimportant positions of City Treasurer and Sheriff are 
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held by Jews; the real political power is shared by Irish- 
Americans. Polish-Americans, blacks, and Italians. 

A similar situation prevails on the national scale. Jews 
have lost influence in the Democratic Party, where they 
wielded a great deal of power in the days of F.D.R.'s 
New Deal and during the presidencies of Harry Truman 
and John F. Kennedy. They were an important part of the 
Grand Oeniocratic Coalition, which included some Pro- 
testants, many Catholics, blacks, labor unions, and various 
white ethnic minority groups. In this coalition, liberal Jews 
had political power because they were concentrated in 
large cities and because they cast their votes in large num- 
bers for Democratic candidates. Now, as in Chicago, many 
Jews have moved to th^? suburbs, where their political 
power is insignificant as contrasted with the usually large 
Republican vote usualh* recorded in wealthy suburbs. 

As we ha\e seen, this new political reality and the 
strained relations between the white ethnic groups and the 
blacks in the big cities have caused influential Jewish 
organiziitions. like the American Jewish Committee, to 
develop the so-called "ethnic strateg\'/' This strategy- 
calls for the initiation of a series of dialogues, and if pos- 
sible, of an alliance with the larger white ethnic groups to 
form a new coalition that would e\*entually develop a more 
meaningful relationship with the black community. This 
new cooperation with the Poles, the Italians, and other 
white ethnics who often find themselves in bitter competi- 
tion with blacks in the areas of housing and school busing 
has of necessity brought a weakening, or at least a muting, 
of the long standing commitment of the major Jewish or- 
ganizations to the cause of civil rights. Consequently, 
Jewish-black relations are experiencing a period of strain. 
The report of a task force commissioned by the American 
Jewish Committee, headed by Morris Abrams as chair- 
man and Professor Seymour Martin Lipset of Harvard as 
consultant, states that the rising extremism and militancy 
of the blacks has brought about a feeling of solidarity in 
defense of their neighborhoods and good schools of the 
white ethnic groups. The report continues. 
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In thoir (\\\cs[ for solutions of those |)r()f)lonis and for the 
clofonso ot the rights of Kroui-..i other than blacks, tho 
Jt'ws, the proto-othnic K^onp, also reclisc()\'ered ethnicity. 
Jewish leadership's awareness of these changes, and the 
need to find coalition allies anion^ the diverse groups in 
dealing with the situation is reflected in the work of the 
National Project on Ethnic America. 

The report of the task force, Grovp Life in America, 
put the issue succinctK': 

American Jewry h is heen heavily liberal in its ideology 
and organizational strategies. And organized liberalism 
has cooperated closely with Jewr\' on issues of Jewish 
rights, anti-Senn'tisui, assistance to the State of Israel, and 
support for rights of other deprived nn'norities. The change 
in liberal foreign policy affects Israel. The dismay o\er 
the iiiefficacy of applying traditional universalistic and in- 
tegrationist principles to the condition of the blacks chal- 
lenges norms and institutions which Jews ha\e long re- 
garded essential to their own security. And the Jews, con- 
fused by the same sense of inadecjuacy which upsets the 
liberals, are at crossroads. Thcij arc div ided on what is to 
be (h)ne, as they ha\ e not been since the rise of Nazism. 
The dilemma of disillusionment with liberalism and the 
move to a more conservative stance is weU stated by the 
task force. The (juestion whether the "white ethnic stra- 
tegy" pursued b\ the Jewish leaders is the right suaie^y 
is at least open to (juestion. This strategy calls for the Jews 
to be the mediators, the convenors, the middlemen be- 
tween the white ethnics and the blacks. To learn from the 
lessoas of long Jewish history, Jews have never fared well 
as ; liddlemen or conciliators between antagonistic and 
warring sections of the population. Time and again, both 
sides would turn on the mediators and make them the con- 
\enient scapegoats for thf fru.strations. Furthermore, it is 
an illusion, as we sha^ to look upon the white ethnic 

groups as a united b k o population. In truth while the 
Poles, Lithuanians, ti. .taiians, the Ukrainians, and the 
Serbs and the Croats and others are united in their griev- 
ances against the blacks, and against the general .society 
(most of these grievances are not shared by Jews), their 
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mutual distrust, old feuds, and even hatreds among them- 
seKes aie (|uite e\'ident. It is, for instance, (juestionable 
whether Anieriean Serbs fear and distrust Negroes more 
than they fear and distrust American Croats or that Poles 
could indeed cooperate on connnon problems with the 
Lithuanians. 

There is evidence to suggest that while Jews, especialh' 
their intellectual ehte, have been jolterl in their Hberahsm, 
primarily by the mihtancy of the blacks, by a danger to 
the merit systems for advancement and promotion, in the 
big-city school systems and uni\'ersities and b\- the specter 
of the (juota system. However, American Jrws seeni to be 
chnging to their traditional Hberahsm. 

The Harris Poll results published on October 12, 1972, 
in the New York Times centered on the political attitudes 
of the Jews and the Italian-Americans. The results revealed 
that while Italian-Americans ha\e moved considerabl>' to 
the right, Jews have retained their adherence to liberal 
positions. 

Predictions about the success of the American Jewish 
community in grappling with its dilenunas are \-irtually 
impossible. All that one can say is that we are dealing here 
with an old people, which has often proved its prophets of 
doom to be false prophets. 



Jane Addams^ 
Hull House, and the 
Education of the 
Immigrants 

Probably the best laborator>' for the study of the 
process of adjustment, acculturation, or assimilation of the 
immigrants and their children was the Hull House settle- 
ment houses in Chicago. And the most competent observer 
of this process was Jaiie Addams, who founded Hull House 
in 1889 at the time when the tidal waves of immigration 
from Europe to America were : Iready changing the com- 
position of the American society. 

Hull House served the immigrants — parents, adults, and 
children — as an adult recreation and education center. In 
the broader sense, it was a school or a series of schools 
for the young. The influence of Jane Addams on public 
schooling, both by the example of the programs offered at 
Hull House and through her own efforts, was great and 
pervasive. Since that phase of Jane Addams* life has been 
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somewhat neglected, it is important to see how her views 
and acti\'ities contributed to the new conceptions of the 
role of the pubhc schools and education in a societ>' so 
changed by the great influx of innnigrants. 

The bibliography on the life and work of Jane Addams 
is varied and extensive. Several biographies were written 
by writers and historians, and her own works have been 
republished many times and are still read widely. One 
question that seems to have fascinated many writers con- 
cerns an analysis of the motives that caused her to dedi- 
cate her long life to Hull House. The question is important 
and interesting, but the historians' preoccupation with this 
issue seems to have distracted them from a detailed exam- 
ination of Jane Addams* educational philosophy and record 
in the education of the imu/igrants and their children. In 
this generally neglected area in the histor>' of American 
education, the tiioughts and work of the founder of Hull 
House deserv e a great deal of space and attention. 

Those who have paid some attention to her contribu- 
tions seem to have experienced some special difficulty in 
dealing with the subject. They apparently found it dif- 
ficult to believe that a rich, W ASP, young lady from an 
upper-middle-class family, the daughter of a banker, a 
mill owner, and a state senator could ha\'e learned to 
understand the plight of large numbers of immigrants in 
the painful process of their adjustment to the American 
socieiy. The education of Jane Addams was typical of a 
well-born young x\merican lady. It culminated in gradua- 
tion from the Rockford Seminary for Women, which 
proudly called itself the "Mount Holyoke of the West." 
The curriculum in the seminary included the study of 
Greek, English literature, moral philosophy, history, some 
science, and a great deal of religious training aimed at 
preparing many of the ladies to become Christian mission- 
aries. 

The home background and the education of Jane 
A-ddams caused some writers to suggest that she turned to 
settlement work in the grimy Chicago neighborhood of 
Polk and Halstead streets because she became bored with 
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the life and the activities of her social milieu. One recent 
biographer wrote that after her graduation from college 
and after the customary grand tour of Europe, "she did 
not have a goal or an occupation, or any thing useful to 
do." This undoubtedly is a true assessment of her predica- 
ment just prior to the opening of Hull House in 1889. It 
may well be that in the early period of her settlement 
work, Hull House was for Jane Addams merely a philan- 
thropic endeavor. But, in a relatively short period of time, 
it became a cause to which she happily decided to devote 
her entire life even to the exclusion of her personal interests. 

W hy and how did this change take place? It came, 
primarily, because sh(^ k^amed a great deal about the lives 
of the many thousands of Italians, Greeks, Jews, Irish, and 
Bohemians who flocked to the many activities of Hull 
House and concluded that she could and wanted to be of 
assistance to them in the realization of their hopes and 
aspirations. Jane A.ddams developed a well-thought-out 
philosophy about the best way to help the large waves of 
immigrants and their children to adjust to the new and 
strange American environment. This phiIosoph\' was far 
more perceptive than the simple and often xenophobic 
notions of "Americanization" which were widely enter- 
tained by many of her prominent contemporaries. In the 
spirit of the time this was no small achievement. 

Some writers have failed to perceive the substantial 
difference between the views on immigration and the im- 
migrants of Jane Addams and those of the other leaders 
of the Reform and Progressive Movement. For instance 
she supported and admired Theodore Roosevelt, a leading 
Progressive, but she vigorously opposed his extreme views 
on the AmeriCuUiization of the immigrants. She also does 
not fit very well in the general interpretation of the nio- 
tives of the Progressive leaders who in the view of one of 
the most brilliant historians of the period, Richard Hof- 
stadter, were members of the social I\' alienated groups 
who tunied to reform out of a sense of guilt because they 
lived in comparative luxury in the midst of the squalor 
of the cities. 
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It seemed natural to put Jane Addams in that group. 
She was alienated from her social milieu, and she was 
rich and bored. Christopher Lasch correctly pointed out 
that at the time of the founding of the Hull House she did 
not feel guilty about the sorry lot of the workers and the 
poor who were xictims of industriahsm. In Lasch s view, 
at that period of her hfe, she was rebelling against her 
family, and especially against her mother, who wanted her 
to lead a life of leisure as befitted her station in hfe. She 
did not feel, Lasch added, that she was making a sacrifice 
h\* helping the poor and the immigrants, and she did not 
have a condescending attitude toward them. She was 
dedicated to "bridging the chasm that industriahsm has 
opened between social classes." But the American people 
made Jane Addams a saint, Lasch concluded, and she be- 
came a national m\*^h — and the myth of Jane Addams 
.served to render her harmless as a social critic. 

In the New Radicalism in America, Lasch is even more 
skeptical about her effectiveness as a social worker and 
reformer. "The trouble was that Jane Addams was asking, 
in effect, that young people be adjusted to a social order 
which by her own admission was cynically indifferent to 
their welfare.*' The American industrial society was in her 
e\ es guilty of oppressing and repressing the workers who 
served it, but according to Lasch she made no attempt to 
change the system. Her only aim was to make it func- 
tion more smoothly. In fact, Lasch maintains, the educa- 
tif nal efforts of the head of Hull House were aimed at 
iostering the ideal of ".social control" so well articulated 
by her friend John Dewey. 

Lasch's criticjue apparently was too mild for a member 
of the group of younger revisionist historians of American 
education, Paul X'iolas, who sees Jane Addams' \'iew of 
the inunigrants as paternalistic and her reforms not as 
liberal or enlightened but conserv ative, or even reactionar\'. 
Her entire lifr's work .vas dedicated, says \'iolas, to "an 
attem{)t to replace the social control implicit in the village 
community in the countries of origin of the immigrant 
Italians, Creeks and others with the controls more suit- 
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able to an urban environment/' Violas charges that Jane 
Addanis' "system of beliefs was based not on dedication 
to individual freedom but on an advocacy of an organic 
society acting as a collective association." 

Somehow, in Violas' view, these two commitments are 
mutually exclusive. Ignoring a great deal of what Jane 
Addams had written and done to combat the feeling of ali- 
enation and boredom on the part of individual workers', 
Violas insists that she saw individualism as a plague in the 
American urbanized and industrialized society. This, he 
says, was a repressive philosophy aimed at keeping the 
workers from demanding mateial changes and improve- 
ments in the American society. 

Quoting single words like 'primitive," "illiterate," 
"clannish," "single," and others, all taken, without any in- 
dication of their context or reference, from her many 
books and essays, Violas concludes that she had contempt 
for the immigrants. "The immigrant, for Jane Addams, 
presented a threat," Violas writes, "because his different 
ethnic background disrupted American cultural unity. The 
relati\e ease, however, with which he could be stripped 
of his cultural foundations and reduced to the simplest 
elements of humanity enhanced his value as a building 
block for her new community." Violas also charges her 
with using Hull House to engage in a propaganda scheme, 
employing effecti\e devices of mass psychology with the 
purpose of defusing social conflicts. "1 hroughout her !is- 
cussions of the recreational activities at Hull House," 
\ iolas writes, "one finds rationale for social control through 
the manipulation of subconscious and non-rational im- 
pulses." 

Michael Katz, a more careful revisionist historian of 
American education, in a thoughtful re\iew of Roots of 
Crisis in Harvard Educational Review took issue with 
Violas' contention. "X'iolas also suggests," Katz stated, 
"that her insistence on the importance of popularizing 
ideas indicates she believed in the legitimacy and necessity 
of propaganda. But his quotations from her writings do 
not show anything of the sort." 
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Katz objects to the absence of evidence to support 
Violas* contention about Jane Addams* views on manipu- 
lation of public opinion. His objection applies equafiv to 
Violas* conclusions about her views on the immigrants and 
on the education of their children. Charitably, one can say 
that Violas read the books and articles of J&ne Addams 
rather hastily, looking onl}* for confirmation of his pre- 
conceived ideas. His is not a serious or correct analysis of 
her attitude to the immigrants or of her philosophy about 
the acculturation of the immigrants. It also seems that 
Violas knows little about the educational and recreational 
activities in Hull Hoiise. 

While Christopher Lasch s essays on Jane Addarns are 
perceptive and innovative, his conclusion that Jane 
.addams was a supporter of the socv.il status quo is, in 
the light of her record and writings, off the mark. The 
Mayor of Chicago, the political bosses of the city, indus- 
trialists like George Pullman would have been astonished 
to read that the head of Hull House was a "harmless 
social critic." Among other things, the Mayor would have 
related the trouble Jane Addams caused him on the issue 
of garbage collection on the West Side of Chicago and 
how the garbage was collected after she was appointed 
Garbage Commissioner of her ward. In the Chicago of 
those days, this was no small achievement. 

At the time of the founding of Hull House, America 
was already a nation of immigrants. Newcomers from 
southern and eastern Europe were pouring into the coun- 
try, often at a rate of 40,000 per day. The 1890 Census 
disclosed that 20 million Americans were either foreign 
b\* birth or parentage, while 34 million were classed as 
native white x\mericans. James Bryce expressed the ap- 
prehension of many leading Americans when he wrote in 
1888 in The American Commonwealth, 

W ithin the last decide new swanns of European immi- 
grants have invaded x\ in erica, drawn from their homes in 
the eastern part of Central Europe. There seems to be a 
danger that if they continue to come in large number 
they may retain their low standards of decency and com- 
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fort, and menace the continuance among the working class 
generalK' of tliat far higher standard which has hitherto 
pre\ ailed in all but a few spots in the country. 

Josiah Strong echoed Bryces sentiments and wrote in 
The Twentieth Century City that while America was indebted 
to the inimigrants "for developing its resources >ve cannot 
.shut our eye.s to the fact that the foreign population, as a 
whole, is depressing our a\erage in inteUigence and nior- 
ahty in the direction of the deadHne of crime and ignorance." 

Leaders in American society, writers, editors and think- 
ers, and many influential members of Congress shared the 
convictions of Br\ce and Strong that the immigrants had 
lower morals, were less inteUigent by far than the native 
Americans, and had a predisposition to crime and to liv- 
ing in unsanitary conditions. Thus it was feared, they could 
adverseK influence, if not contaminate, the superior native 
American population. 

Jane Addams rejected these ideas about the immigrants. 
Unhke Bryce, Cubberley, Strong, and others, she had di- 
rect contact with the immigrants from eastern and south- 
ern Europe. In fact, she lived among them and with them 
and soon developed an affection and respect for them. In 
Twenty Years of Hull Home, she described the area around 
Hull House. 

Between Halstead Street and the river lived about ten 
thousand Italians — Neapolitans. Sicilians, and Calabrians. 
with an occasional Lombard and X'enetian. To the South 
on Twelfth Street are many Germans, and side streets are 
gi\en almost entirely to Polish and Russian Jews. Still 
farther south, these Jewish colonies merge into a huge Bo- 
hemian colon\*. so N'cist that Chica^^o ranks as the third 
Bohemian cit>* in the world. To the northwest are many 
Canadian-French, clannish in spite of their long residence 
in .\m erica, and to the north are Irish and first generation 
of Americans. 

Jane Addams made great efforts to learn as much as 
she could about the various groups of the immigrants. Shr 
met them daily in the classrooms, in the cafeteria, and in 
the many meeting halls in the Hull House buildings. She 
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was an able and a thorough student, and in a relatively 
short period of time she came to a number of conclusions 
about her clients. She firmly rejected the attitudes of su- 
periority and contempt toward the immigrants. Her heart 
overflowed with sympathy for the hardships and the suf- 
ferings of the newcomers, mostly peasants, who were sud- 
denly and often savagely exposed to the ruthlessness of 
the American industrial system. She deplored the working 
conditions in the sweatshops, the lack of minimum safety 
precautions, and the rampant exploitation in the huge tex- 
tile factory of Hart Schaffner and Marx, which was located 
on Chicago's West Side. Jane Addanis was particularly ap- 
palled by the practice of "outside piece work," an arrange- 
ment by which contractors let families work at home on 
the cutting and sewing of pants, suits, and dresses and 
paid them by the number of finished garments. To eke out 
a meager living, some families, including smal); children, 
often worked sixteen hours per day. 

But the founder of Hull House did not intend merely to 
stand by and wring her hands at the sorry lot of the immi- 
grants. She developed a two-fold program of action to 
combat the exploitation and the deplorable conditions she 
witnessed. First came the opening of Hull House to various 
groups in which heated debates about the grievances and 
the rights of workers were discussed. One such club, 
**The Working Peoples' Social Science Club" was often 
attacked by leading businessmen, including supporters of 
Hull House, as promoting radical ideas. Jane Addams re- 
sponded by declaring that her settlement house maintained 
an open door policy to all ideas. "I did not intend," she 
said, '*to be subsidized by millionaires and neither did I 
propose to be bullied by working men." When the Pullman 
strike came, Jane Addams was critical of the division of 
the Chicago community along class lines. In a paper she 
published on the strike entitled "The Modern King Lear," 
she maintained that George Pullman bore the major blame 
for the strike because he expected the gratitude of the 
workers in exchange for his paternalistic effort to organize 
their lives in the Pullman community. Pullman, she wrote. 
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gave the workers "sanitary houses and beautiful parks 
but made no effort to find out their d sires, and without 
any organization through which to give them social ex- 
pansion." He wanted his workers to live in decency and 
thrift, Jane Addams wrote, but he deprived them of their 
right to order their own lives. 

Another niajor effort was directed to alleviating the 
exploitation of the immigrants. She was successful in in- 
fluencing the state legislature to pass the first factory law 
in Illinois, which provided for sanitary conditions in the 
'Sweatshops and set the minimum age for the employment 
af children at 14. Disagreeing with the advocates of 
"Americanization," Jane Addams repeatedly protested the 
hostility that so many native Americans exhibited toward 
the immigrants. Recognizing that the immigrants had a 
rich cultural heritage and religious and literary values that 
were worth preserving, she v.as opposed to the pressure 
exerted by the public schools and the dominant society on 
the children of the immigrants to repudiate the culture of 
their parents. "We were often distressed," she recalled, 
"by the children of immigrant parents who were ashamed 
of tl pit whence they were digged who repudiated the 
langi...ge and the customs of their elders, and considered 
themselves successful as they were able to ignore the past." 
Unlike the leaders of the nativist, xenophobic movement, 
Jane Addams wanted the Poles, the Italians, the Bohem- 
ians, and other ethnic minorities, to preserve their cultural 
mores while adjusting to the new life in America. As- 
similation for the Italians and Bohemians, Jane Addams 
observed, often meant disdain for their cultures and the 
worship of American materialism. To encourage respect 
for the natix e cultures of immigrants, the management of 
Hull House frequently arranged for handicraft and art ex- 
hibits and dance and musical festivals in whicl) eao im- 
migrant group rticipated. To the delight of the ^^ "'^ns. 
Hull House regularly arranged for mass meeting r,or 
of Garibaldi and Mazzini. Greeks had their Iie(ienic i li^et- 
ings and festivals and Jewish intellectuals debated Jewish 
history, Zionism, and Socialism. 
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Jane Addams, as we mentioned, insisted that her staff 
members work directly in the homes of the inv'7ii,iz;rants, 
often doing menial chores but primarily learning their 
vahies, customs, and mode of life. She hoped that out- 
come would be mutual resi)ect. *The number of people," 
she wrote **thus informed is constantly increasing in our 
American cities, and they may in time remove the re- 
proach of social neglect and indifference which has so 
long rested upon the citizens of the new world." 

Addams did not want to "Anglo-Saxonize" or American- 
ize* the immigrants. On the contrary, long before .sociologists 
like Horace Kallen coined the phrase, she embraced "cul- 
tural pluralism" as the desired basic concept pertaining to 
the American society. In this, as in many other of her 
ideas on social issues and education, she was far ahead of 
her time. Her insight into the need to accalturate but not 
to assimilate the immigrants was remarkable. There were 
many classeii at Hull House where immigrants were taught 
English to prepare them to take the required examination 
on the U.S. C institution in order to become citizens. 
There were also many courses on Urited States history 
and government. These courses and lectures were designed 
to help the immigrants to understand and to adjust to their 
nvw country, but, at the same time, better to understand 
and appreciate their own cultures. But they were not the 
usual "Americanization" classes. She observed. 

The aim of all the classes was not to set the immigrants 
apart from their groups as ^'Americans**. . . . On the con- 
trary the aim was to connect him (the innnigrant) with 
all sorts of people by his ability to understand them as 
well as by his power to supplement their present sur- 
rounding with historic background. ... In these classes 
the inunigrants have struggled to express in their newly 
ae(iuired tongue some of those hopes and longings which 
had so much to do with their inmiigration. 

Violas and other revisionist historians of education who 
have suggested that Jane Addams shared in the general 
hostility toward the immigrants and have charged that 
she manipulated them in order to defuse social conflicts, 
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would do well to go back and examine, with greater care, 
what she actually did and wrote in the several decades 
of her Hull House activity. 

Far froni being a tool of the abrasive and agressive 
business establishment of Chicago on whose financial sup- 
port she depended, Jane Addams came to the defense of 
the rights of the immigrant workers by founding the Im- 
migrant Protective League. When business owners began 
to harass peddlers by having vagrant youths attack them, 
Jane Addams organized several ethnic Peddlers Associa- 
tions to impress upon the city and the police that they had 
the obligation to protect the Jewish, Italian, and Greek 
peddlers. She insisted, in spite of a barrage of attacks from 
the press and the business community, that Hull House 
practice freedom of speech and freedom of assembly. The 
10,000 people who each week availed themselves of the 
clubroom, the Labor Museum, school rooms. Women's 
Club buildings, boys' club buildings, gymnasium, the music 
school, and the lecture halls, heard conserv^ative speakers, 
liberal uni\'ersity professors, radical union organizers, rep- 
resentatives of business and manufacturing interests. So- 
cialists, Bundists, Zionists, Italian and Czech nationalists, 
and occasionally even advocates of nonviolent anarchism. 
Answering the critics who charged that she was turning 
her settlement into a hotbed of radicalism, Jane Addams 
replied that she hoped that the demonstration of how Hull 
House practiced the American ideals of freedoin would in- 
crease the confidence of the immigrants in American in- 
stitutions and government. Her credo was simple, as she 
expressed it in Twenty Years of Hull House: 

The Settlement recognizes the need of cooperation, both 
with the radical and the conser\'ative and from the very 
nature of the case, the Settlement cannot limit its friends 
to any political party or economic school. 
To question the patriotism of the immigrants, to c jcuse 
them of "double loyalty," of harboring subversives and 
anarchists was a fashionable thing to do in the period of 
great immigration. These accusations came from the press, 
the Congress, local- state, and federal law enforcement 
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officials, and from most of the patriotic organizations. 
Jane Addams never joined this super-patriotic xenophobic 
hysteria. Instead, courageously and at great personal sac- 
rifice, she stated on many occasions that her direct ex- 
perience with the many thousands of immigrants convinced 
her that the immigrants, with few exceptions, "adored 
America." She called for restraint and faimes*: by the 
police, the courts, and the public in dealing with suspected 
anarchists. 

Jane Addams faced the greatest challenge on this issue 
during the period of the "Red Scare" in the 1920s, fol- 
lowing the success of the Bolshevik Revolution. Under 
attack by the press, the D.A.R., and the American Legion 
for not being "100^ American," because of her advocacy 
of pacificism and internationalism, she repeatedly con- 
demned the wholesale arrests of leaders of various radical 
immigrant groups and associations and the suppression of 
hundreds of foreign language periodicals on unproved 
charges of subversion. She regretted the "spirit of intol- 
erance which had spread over our time choking free sensi- 
bilities" and expressed concern that these excesses would 
further alienate the immigrants from American society. 
"There is no doubt," she wrote in the second volume of 
her autobiography, "that the immigrant population in the 
United States suffered from a sense of ostracism after the 
vvar, which in spite of many difficulties, sorrows and de- 
spairs, they had nex er before encountered, in such a uni- 
versal fashion." In the facf of the overwhelming cry in the 
press and in Congress to limit immigration for central 
and southern Europe, she opposed the "quota laws." She 
truly believed in the theory that constituted an amalgama- 
tion of the concepts of the melting pot and cultural plural- 
ism and was convinced that American democracy was not 
endangered by the tremendous influx of non-Nordic immi- 
grants. On the contrary, she firmly believed that America 
would emerge richer and stronger because of the infusion 
of the skills and talents brought by newcomers and because 
of its ability to make use of the contributions of the various 
immigrant groups. 
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She spoke and w rote in defense of the immigrants and 
maintained that if some immigrants had a feeling of hostil- 
ity to America, it was a response to the animosity they 
encountered and to the brazen attempts of some American- 
izers to deprecate their heritage. **Is the Universe friendly?" 
said Jane Addams, "is a question that people ask, but this 
question never nressca so hard upon the bewildered human 
creature as it does upon a stranger in a strange land when 
his ver\' mother tongue, his inherited customs and mores, 
his clothing, his food, are all subjected to ridicule and 
considered per se un-Ainerican, if not indeed dangerous 
and subv ersive of American institutions." 

Slowly the feeling of sympathy for the immigrants be- 
came mingled in Jane Addams' mind with a sense of ap- 
preciation for their abilitv to rise rapidly in a basically 
hostile enxironinent. She Jioted the many young Jews 
Bohemians, and Creeks did well in colleges and became 
doctors. law\'ers. and successful businessmen. Jane Addams 
was an outspoken .supporter and admirer of Sidney Hill- 
man, the leader of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers 
of America, who in 1915 settled a strike in the largest 
clotliinK factory in Chicago by a pact which provided for 
a high degree of cooperation between the employers and 
the employees. Ilillman stated publicly that the union was 
interested in the company making good profits because the 
workers would benefit from its prosperity. Jane Addams, to 
whom the ideal of industrial and social peace was very 
dear, coumiented: "perh;.ps this great industrial experiment 
in Chicago founded upon an agreement between the 
workers and the einpioyers, was easier to bring about 
among immigrants than it would have been among native 
born." 

Jane .Addams developed a comprehensive philosophy 
of education with particular reference to the role of the 
public schools in the edncation of the children of the im 
migrants. She had need for such a philosophy because 
Hull Mouse was a huge educational institution serving 
thousands of adults, teenagers, i> r^hildren in clubs and 
fornial classes. Throughout her li jane Addams was in- 
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terested in public education, and in 1905 she became a 
ineniber of the Chicago Board of Education. 

She set down her views on education and on school- 
ing in her largely overlooked book, Democracy and Social 
Ethics, which came out in 1902, eight years before the 
pubhcation of her famous autobiography. In her philos- 
ophy of education, Jane Addams was influenced by her 
friend and co-worker John Dewey, but much of her edu- 
cational thinking was original. Unlike Dewey, who hardly 
recognized the problem and the complexity of educating 
the hundreds of thousands of children of innnigrants. Miss 
Addams was keenly aware of this complex dilemma. In 
her \'iews on democracy, Jane Addams shared the prag- 
matic outlook of Dewey and of her other dear friend, 
Henr>' James. She believed that the real test of a success- 
ful democracy is not its profession of a creed of the 
freedom, dignity, and equality of men but the extent to 
which it allows all its citizens to hve in freedom, dignit>-, 
and equality. American society must be educated to the 
ideal of ^'industrial amelioration," or a peaceful co-exis- 
tence of the workers and the owners of industr>'. Such an 
amelioration can only come by a spirit of cooperation 
among the workers, industry, society, and the government. 

Accepting Dewey's po.sition, Jane Addams postulated 
that the aim of schooling was to free the innate powers 
and abilities of each child and "connect him" with the rest 
of life. The pupil must be helped to see his productive 
place in tlie society. She was impatient with purely cog- 
nitive objectives of school curricula. "We are impatient," 
she wrote, "with the schools which lay all stress on read- 
ing and writing, suspecting them to rest upon the assump- 
tion that the ordinary experience of hfe is worth httle and 
that all knowledge and interest must be brought to the 
children through the medium of books." Citing the example 
of the Italian colony in the Hull House neighborhood, Jane 
Addams observed that Itahan parents take their childrer. 
especially boys, out of school at the age of thirteen or 
fourteen, and that these children, exposed to "bookish" 
education, were not prepared for the harsh reality of life 
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as factory Workers or apprentices- She noted that for those 
Itahan children, the family and the street constituted a far 
greater influence than did the public schools. They learned 
at home and on the street the skills and values that they 
needed to survive in a l^ostile society- Italian children had 
little Hiotivation for learning, and they often shared their 
parents' doubts whether schooling was a road to economic 
success. The\ knew that many of those in their coniniun- 
ity who bt*eanie affluent had hardly any education. 

To rented) this situation, Jane Addams demanded that 
public schools with a large proportion of children of im- 
migrants cease to belittle their ethnic heritage and values 
and de\-ote a i^eat part of their curricula to teaching the 
meaning and the process of production. Thus, she hoped, 
these future work( i*s would understand the meaning of 
their ^ork and see its worth and significance for them- 
selves and for the society- 
Children of the inimigrants who were destined to go 
into speci^ilized, often dull, jobs, would be helped if the 
schools would teac h them where their jobs fit and how im- 
portant they were in the total operation of the factory or 
the shop. 

If the shop constantly tend:; to niake the working man a 
specialist, then the problem of the educator is clear: it is to 
v;ive hiin what may be un offset froui over-specialization 
of his daily work, to siil)ply hini ^vith general information 
and to insist he shall be a cultivated member of society 
with li consciousness of his industrial and social value. 

This may have been a naive approach because it as- 
sumed that the worker was interested in learning about the 
total operation of his factory and that that knovvledge 
would help iiirn to bear the haid'^l^ps caused by low pay 
and bad working conditions. Combating the boredom of 
the workers on the assembly hues is still the preoccupa- 
tion of many unions and employers today. In that area, 
too, Jane Addams was ahead he^ time. 

Her contemporaries have made Jane Addams, as Chris- 
topher Lasch observed, a saint and a national myth^ The 
record seems to indicate that they were right on both counts. 
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The grei^t influx i mirpigrants from centrul, eastom, 
and southe.r^ Europf-, wf ich started ahout .^880, per^ 
plexed and often friglitened professional and lay leaders 
of big'^ity pi-blic school syrAera^ in American large cities. 
There should be little ^cirpnse at this reaction. First, the 
size of the imnA^vrration was arij>recedented. School boards 
and superinteiick^nts of school systems in Ne^v York, Chi. 
cago, P^'-iJ^^delphia, Boston, and other large cities were 
confronted >vith the task of crlucating many thousands of 
children of iniinigrants of all acjes. These children knew 
no Enghi:h. They spoke Italian, Yiddish, Polish, Russian, 
Czech. Serbian, or Croatian, had n variety of modes of 
behavior, and felt frightoned and bewildered in their new- 
American environment. Mam- of their parents, especially 
among the Italians, Poles, and Orthodox Jews had a sus^ 
picious and largely negative attitude to American schools, 
fearing that the school experier e would alienate their 
children fron^ them. DevoutK- religious, they were appre^ 
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hcn^:\t» that their t hildren would become prey to atlieism 
and iinnioraIit\' or develop an antagonistic attitude to their 
native tongue and the vahies and mores of their group. 

The conipIeNity of the task of dealing with this great 
number of immigrant children ought not to be miniini'/ed. 
Some historians of education, and especially the leaders 
and the writers on "new ethnicity," liave shown Httle 
understanding of the magnitude of this task. Michael No- 
\'ak. Ceno Baroni, and Barbara MikuLski who have writ- 
ten about the recent re\ival of ethnic awareness among 
se\eral innjor ethnic groups are unsparing in criticizing 
the pubhc schools for the effort to *'.\mericani/.e" or to 
"melt" the children of the immigrants into the dominant 
Anglo-Saxon society. 1'his seems to be a rather simplistic: 
approach to the stud\ oi a coniplex social and echicational 
problem. 

t^thnic spokesmen assert that children of immigrants 
were forced by their insensitive, if not hostile, teachers to 
tuni their backs on ihe cultural vahies of their parents. 
ConseciuentK , the\' seem to be determined that the chil- 
dren of recentl>- arrived immigrant:; do not suffer from the 
same disad\ antage. Public school systems are asked to in- 
augurate bilingual and nuilti-cultural programs. Some 
spokesnun, for Spanish-speaking minorities in large cities 
argue that it is not enough to give the children of Mexican 
and Puerto Kicau paren\« instruction in Spani.sh in the 
transitional period intil they are eaoable of making re..- 
sonable progress in English classes. 1 iiey advocate a fully 
bihngual and bicultural education in Spanish and Engli.sh 
not only for the Spanish innnigrant children hut for all tlie 
children attending school with them. 

Bilingua? Education P r c^nns 
Bihngual education as put into efitit in Chicago, New 
York, Los Angeles, and Miami, is in essence bicultural 
educ; ion. I nder these programs, students are to study the 
history, customs, and mores of Puerto Rico or Mexico or 
Cuba. The curricuhnn guide for bihngual ''-''lation pub- 
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lished by the Chicago Board of Education lefines its ob- 
jectives as follows: 

Bilingual education is a realistic approach to the educa- 
cational needs of thousands of boys and girls who must 
acquire positive self-concepts and communication skills in 
order to compete educationally, socially and economically 
as first-class citizens and full participants in today's soci- 
et\-. For the child who comes from a non-English speaking 
background, bilingual education can also help maintain 
family loyalty. Programs that recognize a child's language 
and culture help to foster positive self-concepts in a 
youngster. Rather than becoming alienated from the cul- 
tural ties of his family, he will learn to enjoy and value 
diversity. The child who remains loyal to his family is more 
likely to develop allegiance to his family, to his school and 
country*. 

Those listed art benefits for Spanish-speaking children, 
but the authors of the guide advocate bilingualism for 
non-Spanish children who attend the same schools. They 
say: 

Non-English speaking children are not the only ones who 
stand to profit from bilingual education program s> English- 
speaking children who live in a commimity in which a 
second language is sp( <en will also have the opportimity 
to learn another language and become sensitive to an- 
other culture. 

Some educators active in Spanish bilingual programs ask 
that the study of Spanish be made obligator}' for white 
and black children attending school in Spai *sh-speaking 
neighborhoods, while others suggest thai: instruction in 
Spanish be voluntary. 

The available evidence indicates that the leaders of the 
ethnic immigrant groups tb it cam to the United States in 
large numbers arou' d 1900 did not ad\'Ocate bilingual or 
multi-cultural education. Even those who complained that 
public schools were alienating the young generation from 
their families wanted the schools to Americanize the im- 
migrant chilr'^en. Polish, Jewish, Italian, and Greek iiiimi- 



86 



THE MELTINC OF THE ETHNICS 



grant parents did not want tlie )lic schools to teach 
their children Polish, Yiddish, Uidian, or Greek. "ITiose 
who wanted their children to sp.^ :;k i^ne^iage of their 
group sent them to Polish, Jewish Italian, or Greek church 
or synagogue schools. One can , gue that America n^ay 
ha\ e not sur\ ived as a nation had these large emigrant 
groups, totaling many niilHons of people, succeeded, in per« 
suading the public schools to accept niulti-lingual and 
multi-cultural education f(^' ill the children in the "Little 
Italies/' and in the Jewi..^, Serbian, Polish, and Greek 
ghettos. Toda\' bilingual education has considerable sup- 
port in fhe Spanish-speaking coinnumities in Chicago, New 
York, Ei Paso, Los Angeles, San Diego, and Miami and 
has been i)ut in operation by many boards of education. 
Similar programs for bilingual education introduced in 1900 
probably would ha\'e been rejected by the overwhelming 
niajorit\' of immigrants and would have met with unyield- 
ing resistance from the leaders of the public schools. 

'^^he reascns for the changed attitudes to multi-cultural 
education are complex but the>- can be sorted out. 1'he 
I'nited States of America was for nu'llions of white immi- 
grants a land of promise and opportunity, and to grasp 
^his opportunity most of them were willing and even 
eager tf) pay the price of acculturation or assimilation to 
iue (dominant culture* of their new society. Secondly, most 
oi the immigrants looked upon the public school with awe 
and respect as the institution whose task it was tc Amer- 
icanize their children and gi\*e them the or)portunity for 
social and economic advancement in the new countr>-. 
The extent to which the pu!)lic school succeeded in assur- 
ing th(^ upward mobility of innnigrant children is, of 
eoii-r.se, subject to different interpretations. But the im- 
migrants' expectation i for the schooling of their children 
explain Vvi ?he.e -/as no demand for bilingual or multi- 
cultural ecliica* ;i r . 

N!any f.'».;.-> ici'vi^nt fo the acceptance by the leaders 
of ihc public s^nool y/yy^oui to'Uiy of the demands for 
bil;^gual and ;.uihL-c«:!Uiral educutiOi.. The prestige and 
the authoril/ o'^ the p-ublic school systems in New York, 
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Chicago, Lo' .'les, and elsewhere* are gr. itly diniin- 
ished. Public ol officials are on the defensive, under 
attack fo, ^ntv scholastic accomplishments, and lack of 
order ario ' ne. A few school leaders find it difficult 
to resist .'iessure exerted by the Spanish, black, and 
white ethnic ^^roiips, but most superintendent of schools 
in larRe cities and rnany school board menibers are con- 
vinced that the Aiiierican society and its mainstream cul- 
ture are so firmly rooted today, that bilingualisni and 
multi-Cultural education would not only not threaten but 
indeed nia>- enrich the common Anierican culture and 
strengthen the allegiance >f the minority groups to the 
total American society 

The United States will not become a multi-ethnic and 
multi-Cultural 'society, Those who rnake such demands are 
unrealistic and impractical. On the o'her hand, more 
mociest programs for enriching the American cultural life, 
wliich finds itJ^elf under a se\ ere challenge of changing 
values and conditions, by the study of cultural values and 
literary contributions of the cultures of the ethnic groups 
may well be '^n important contribution to the commoi 
good. 

Ethnic Culture's and the Curriculum 
The demaiid for the inclusion of materials on ethnicity 
and ethnic c»>'t'^ires in the school curriculum is usually 
coupled with atti:cks on the record of the public schools 
in educating the children of blacks and the immigrants. 
It is asserted that the public schools have failed ''o meet 
the expectations of ^he immigrants because they did not 
assure the upward sooial mobilit\ of their children, 

I^avid Ty3ck excoriates the leaders of the public 
schools in the few decades bf^fore ar.'.-^ after 1900 for the 
insensitive indoctrination of ' children the immigrants 
with Anglo-SaN^n \-aliiOS. bnt the most sweeping indict- 
ment )f the pnblic schools was drawn up by CJolin Greer 
in T/ c' Crcat School [^efie^d. Historians of American edu- 
cation, ays Career, have 1 >ng asserted that American pub- 
lic schools made a great contribution to the building of 
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the A'nerican nation- Ihe schools took *>he backward 
poor, the ra^^ed, il'i^repared ♦•thnic minorities who 
crowded into the cities, educated ^nid Americanized tliem 
into the hoino^eneous i)roducti^'e niiddle class that is 
Ani ericas strength and pride/' This, according to Greer, 
is a false legend, l^he myth of the pub he school as an ef- 
fective instrument for upward social mobility, as a ladder 
to economic progress and success for the poor, must be 
debunked, sa> s Cre^r^ if only to bring the present-day ex- 
pectations of the bhicks and Latinos for their children 
into line with reahty. Man\' people assume that pubhc 
si'iools today fail to I^rovide effective education to the 
urban, black, and Latino p^or ^^'hiIe the schools in the 
past did just that for the white immigrant poor whom 
they liftvd into the ranks of the ini^^dle class. Not so, says 
Career. 1 he record shows, he contends, that public schools 
did little or nothing for the children of the immigrants, 
and they cannot be expected to do much for the black, 
Spanish, ar^.d white poor children today. 

To support this pessimistic view of the pa^^'' SinC die 
present, Greer asserts that the children of the ii miigrants 
entered t-: Hiblic schools poor and uneducated and left 
thern unprepared to take ad\*antage of the opportunities 
preseiited by a rapidly growing industrial society. The evi- 
dence thai G. j^r us?'^ to support his revisi iist \'iew are 
school recoils oi • ^' big-city school systems. These 
records sJjou r. c'^rc ''ntr lo r^reer, that the rate of failure 
and drop''U^ a-r-i-i^ urban poor, mostly children of 
the imnr.'"^" ', h--' . /id <^ince 1900, was remarkably 
high. "ThL ^ is/ -rc-r^r writes, "that the immigrant 
children dropped out in great x>\inib<^^J^— -to fall back on the 
customs and i,kills their famili- brought Nvith them to 
-> Mit-rica. 

-cording to Greer, immigrant children Nvere d opping 
out in great numbers becaui-e the schools failed to piovide 
the^ i v\ith effective and nieaningful education. This failure 
was not accidental. Public schools ^vere in the past, and 
are now, the creature^ and the sen^ants of the American 
class structure. The public schools were created by the 
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middle class to control, contain, and divert the lower classes; 
they exist to separate the successes aiid the faihires along 
class h:ies. Public schools failed a great nunibcr of the 
children of the immigrants, Creer conchides, in order to 
feed them into the unskilled labor market. 

Greer ^ujcuses historians of education of perpetuating 
the "great legend" because^ they blindly accepted tiie no- 
tion t):at the i)abhc schoui has a sacrosanct place in the 
"democratic rhetoric of the nation" and they have mis- 
taken the "rhetoric of good intentions for historical reahty." 
Among the misguided historians, Greer inchides Oscar 
Handlin, Lawre ic( Crerun, and Henry Steele Coininager. 
He quotes with disapproval a statement by Commagcr 
that "no other people ever demanded so much of its schools. 
. . . N )ne was e\'er so well ser\ed by its schools and its 
educators. ... To the schools w at the mor enious respon- 
sibiHty of . . . inculcai j.vg democracy, materialism and equal- 
itarianism." 

The data on the dropout rates in \ew York, Chicago, 
Philadelphia, Detroit, and Boston cited by Creer a., taken 
from school surveys made by different people using dif- 
ferent technicjues and having different levels of con.^ c- 
'ence. More importantly, the figures cited do not supr.ort 
Greers c )nclusion that the schools wen* particularly uiisuc- 
cessful with the immigrant children, because the statistics 
cit ] make no differep«:iation bet\^'een native-born children 
and/or the children of immigrants, or betvveen the children 
of the poor iwid those of middle- or upp^r-class parents. 

It is of ..-ourse true that jnany children of the immi- 
2;rants dro^ vr.- out from school at the age of 11 or 12. 
W e have testimony to that effect in the writings of J 
Addanis ai in thc^ records of the various settlem it 
hcnnes in New York, B(>.ston, and other cities. Some drop^ ed 
out because of poor teachers and irrelevant curricula but 
it is wrong for Greer to suggest that the sole responsibil- 
ity for thc> dropouts was ui(h the schools. Jane Addams 
has testifie from firsthand cx-jerience that many parents 
of the immigrants connected Aith Hull House took their 
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children, mostly boys, out of school at an early aqe so that 
they could supplement the family's income by working in 
shops, or factories. Pressure for education or lack of it in 
the home of immigrants was often the decisive factor in 
whether or not a child stayed in school. Many Italian and 
Polish parents, for example, distrusted the public school not 
because of lack of scholastic effectiveness but because they 
feared that the school experience would alienate their 
children from their families, homes, and traditions. There 
was a particular concern that the girls would succumb ^o 
more rela.xed sexual mores and ■ - >jg shame to the families. 
The poxerty with which th.^ unskilled Italian immigrants 
had to cope often forced them to take the boys out of 
school because their earnings were needed to provide for 
the large families. 

A detailed and carefully conducted survey of dropouts 
in the i '}n*cauo public schools and in the suburban schools 
in Cook Counc) , Illinois, covering the 1973/74 school year, 
casts serious doubt on Greer s assumption that the rate of 
dropouts is a reliable measure of he success or the fa. re 
of schools. The Cook County school sun^ey published in 
The Chicago Tribune, disclosed lat of 145,878 students 
enrolled during the 1973/74 school year in the Chicago 
p blic sch{)( Is, 21,456 dropped out. Out of 159,976 stu- 
dents att(MKiirig schools in the Chicago suburbs, 5,279 
v.ere dropouts. An inquiry into the reasons for leaving 
school revealed that most of the dropouts, both in the 
city and in the suburbs, left for "no appa. ent reason," 
others left bee "of lack of interest," some left be- 
cause they wanted lo work, a relatively fev.- were expelled, 
and only a small proportion left because of uninteresting 
curricula or poor teaching. There is httle reason to be- 
lieve that the basic underlying reasons for the high rate of 
school dropouts in 1900 or 1910 or 1920 were different 
than they were in 1973. To base an indictment of public 
schools as having failed to proxide the children of the im- 
migrants with upward social mobility solely on the rate of 
dropouts does not seem to have much validity. 
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Immigrants and Public Education 

To be s^^^^ the curriculum of the pubhc schools at the 
turn of the l\ ntury, at the height of the immigration waves, 
was often irrelevant to the interests and the needs of the 
students. John Dewey often charged that schools pro- 
x'ided a poor preparation for success in hfe, but this was 
a general shortcoming from which all children and not only 
the children of the immigrants suffered. Many teachers were 
ineffec' e and poorly prepared, but this, too, was the re- 
sult oT the generally poor state of education and not a de- 
hberate arrangement, as Greer would have us beheve, on 
the part of the middle classes to provide inadequate educa- 
tion for the children of the inmiigrants and of the poor. 
Generally, schools \\ :^re not prepared to deal with the un- 
precedented influx of many tens of thousands of immigrant 
children. The problem was indeed of staggering propor- 
tions. In 1909, according to a report pubhshed by the U.S. 
Commission of Immigration, 57.8 percent of the pupils at- 
tending schooLs in thirty-se\*en of the big cities were either 
foreign borr^ or were children of immigrants. In New York 
the percentage was 71.5, and in Chicago 67.3. 

If the United States were to survive and if the needs, 
the demands, and the hopes of the immigrants for their 
children were to 1 e met, and at least partially fulfiile^,, 
pubhc schools had to perform the difficult task of assim- 
ilating or acculturatin^ and adjusting these children to the 
American environment, the American culture, and to the 
new society. The problem was comphcated by the authori- 
tarian and inflexible character of most pubHc schools at 
the tiu-n of the century. The following description of a 
public school in New York in 1893, written by Joseph 
Rice who visited schools in thirty-six citi( s. undoubtedly 
fits many other schools in big population centers: 

The typical New York City prim:' school is a hard un- 
SNinpathctic, mechanized drud^ei. ^ u)ol. a school int(j 
■ hicl the light of science has not yet entered. Its charac- 
loristic feature is in the severity of its discipline, a d\ ci- 
pline of enforces -ienee, innnobility and mental passivity. 
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*1 .10 primary reading is as a rule so poor tliat tlie children 
are scarcely able to recopii/e ne^ words at si^ht at the 
end of the second year. Even the tliird \'ear reading is 
miserable. 

As we shall see there were scht )I.s iii New York City where 
the picture was brighter. 

Some teachers, hy no means all, had little sympathy 
for the alien immigrant children and were impatient to 
have them shed their "foreignne.ss" as .soon as possible. 
Oscar Handlin says ii\ rhe Up- wted of such a teacber, 
"Casually she could twist the knile of ridicule in the sore- 
ness of their sensibilities; there was so mucii in their ac- 
cents, appearance and manners that were open to 
mocker>'!" On the other band, a.s we .shall see, man\' 
teachers helped and en*. \)uraged al immigrant children 
far beyond the call of duty. 

Many thousands of immigrant children, Jewish, Polish, 
Greek, Italian, Slo/ak, wtiose parents encouraged them to 
learn did well in the public schools. They learned English 
and went through 'he elementary .schools into colleges and 
became successful doctors, lawyers, engineers, and busi- 
nessmen. Mary Antin, who came to this country from 
Russia as a child with her Immigrant parents, wrote of her 
teachers in the pul>lic school in Chelsea, Massachusetts, 
with gratitude and affection. They encouraged her to be- 
c ine a writer and her book of reinini>:cences, The Promised 
Land, became ii best-seller and went through thirty-four 
printings. About her entrance into the public school Antin 
wrote: 

The apex of my civic pride and personal contentment 
was reached on the bright September morning when I en- 
tered public school. The day I must always remeniber, 
e\oii if I live to be so old lat I cannoi tell m\ name . . . 
for I was led to the school room, with its sunshine and the 
teacher's cheery smile. . . . 

T ) Mary Antin and to many immigrant children as well 
as to many of the older immigrants, America was i liberat- 
ing experience, truly a land of promise and opportunit\ 

"Father himself," Antin wrote, "conducted iis to the 
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school. He would not have delegated that mission to the 
President of the United States. He had awaited die day 
with impatience ecjual to mine, and the visions he saw as 
he hurried us over the sun-flecked pavements transcended 
all my dreams. Almost his first act on landing on American 
soil, three years before, had been his application for natur- 
alization. He had taken the remaining steps in the process 
with eager promptness, and ihe earliest moment alIow(^d 
by law he becanie a citizen, of the United States." "The 
public school," Mary Antfn conclude' 1, *'has dore best 
for us foreigners and for the c Miv A hen it made us into 
good Americans " 

A. R. Dugmore, a writer of some renown, visited in 
1W3 a public sc-hool in New York, where almost all stu- 
dents were children of irnmifirants and liked what he saw. 

The pupils are of different nat onalities or races that 
have their separate f}uarters in the immediate neighbor- 
hood. I'he majority of the pupils are Swedes, Austrians, 
Greeks, Russians, English, Irish. Scotch, Welsh, Ruman- 
ians. Italians. Poles. Hungarians, Canadians, Annenians, 
Germans. Chinese, and a \'ery large number of Jews. 

The most noticeable thing in the school is the perfectly 
friondly equalitN' in which al! these races mix; no prejud- 
ice is noticeable. ... It is a larue task that schools of this 
kind are doing, taking the nev. . low-clas.s foivjKn boys of 
nian\- nationalities and molding them into self-supporting 
and self-respectini; citizens of the republic . . . these boys 
and gids of foreign parentage readily catch the simp' 
ideas oi American ideas of independence and individuai 
work and n ith them, social progress. 

To Michael \o\ ak on . e other hand, the story of the 
immigrants and of their experiences in American schools 
is an unnn'tigated tale of woe, suffering, and discrimination. 
He wrot( •?c( ntK in an article published in The Center 
Magazine: One of the greatest and most dramatic mi- 
grations of human h brought more than thirty mil- 
lion immigrants to tli. oetv/een 1874 and 192^1. De- 
spite the immense dramatic materials in\'olved in this mi- 
gration, only Me major American film records it: Elia 
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Kazan's America! America! That film ends with the arrival 
of the hero in America. The trapc and costh experience 
of Americanization has sciircely yet been touched. How 
many died; how many were morally and psychologically 
destroyed; how many still carry the niarks of changing 
their names, of ^killing' their mother tO igiie and renounc- 
ing their former identity, in order to ^econie *new men' 
and *new women/ there are motifs of violence, self- 
mutilation. jo\\ 'un<\ irony, The inner history of this migra- 
tion must conie to be understood if we are ever to under- 
stand th aspirations and fears of soinr seventy million 
.\mericans. * 

Was Americanization a joyous experience as Mar\' 
Antin saw it or was it a tragedy as Michai '*o\'ak eval- 
uaijs it now? Whose story are we to belit It vould 
seem that both views have some truth in them. No gener- 
alization about an immigration of 30 or 40 million people 
could withstand a rigorous testing because the evi(' ^nce is 
contradictory. For many immigrants the ^tiu ex})enence 
was true but for others Novaks account conformed to 
reality. The experiences of several of the immigrant groups 
differed in accord'mce with their background and aspira- 
tions. What was true for the Greeks was not necessarily 
true for the Serbs and the Croats: There were some Jews 
who did not look upon America as the promised land 
and not all of them became socially and economically 
successful and not all Slovaks, Poles, and Italians resented 
the melting process into the American cultural patterns. 
Some welcomed it and used it as an opportunity for ad- 
vancement and mi> n of them are grateful to America for 
absorbing and assimilating them. 

We hu\'e said that public schools were generally of poor 
quality with low standards and antiquated curricula but it 
must a, V) be noted that the influx of immigrant children 
brought important reforms which greatly facilitated their 
education and the adjustment of their parents to the new 
environment. Elwood Cubberlry, had, as we have seen, 
little sympathy for the Limigrants but he advocated and 
supported special programs to teach immigrant children 



9i 



TMt: SCHOOLS AND UPW ARD MOBILITY 



91 



English more effectixdy. lie used his great infkience for 
the establishment of exening schools for those immigrant 
adolescents who worked during the day. He stated, in 
Public Education in the Vn.:' d Siafes, "Evening elemen- 
t:uy schools are chiefly usctJ. states enforcing a good 
compulsory erlucation law in ir:oviding the foreign bom 
with the elements of Englisli rci.jracion and in preparing 
would be voters for citizenship." 

Cubberley jilso came ou. or transforming the public 
schools into community centers serving adults, in their own 
neighborhoods, with a \ariety of courses. "We see now," 
he wrote, "that our schools must at once take on another 
new function, that of proxiding special classes and n:;^hl 
schools, on an adequate scale that will induct the forpi<j.n 
born into the use of English as his common speech, .ind 
prepare him for naturalization by training hir^j hi the 
history and principles of our go\ crufueiit " In \: Veds 

of cities according to the records of the U.S. ii 

Education, school hou.s s were made to functio a- 
mun'ty centers in the eveniuus and hundreds -.f .nds 
of immigrants to{)k courses i.. English, Anu-K-^'^ '-.'-torw 
and civics. 

School systems in large cities, including Ne^- Yoik City, 
Chicago, Boston, and man\ others mtroducer : .rms and 
educational innovations which greatly benen i die im- 
migrant children. Some of thes( reforms ci » as a con- 
sequence of the general mood fo. reforn:is in the Progres- 
sive Era, others were directly related to the efforts by lay 
and [)rofessional school leaden; to make the education of 
immigrant children more effective. Critics of the public 
schools and some of the revisionist historians of educa- 
tion tend to dismiss; these reforms and improvements as 
part of the (Ta.ss or ruthless scheme^ to "Americanize" 
the children of the immigrants and to force upon them the 
r orf^s and values of the dominant .s(> :'ety. This judgment 
sceuis to be superficial and unfair. Of course, American- 
ization was a cherished objectixe but the tremendous and 
many-faceted progress made by the public school systems 
in large cities in the period between 1890 and 1920 was 
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btr'^^fi^.j^j inHuiiuirant and native children alike and to 
^Oneral society, as well. Furthermore, many reforms 
Nothing to do with the Americanization efforts. They 
^^ ere related largely to a mor^^ progressive and more hu- 
|iiane (^.Qn^-.^.ption of the role oi education and of schooling 
industrial and democratic .society and resulted from 
^ ^^^^^line concern for making schooling more effective for 
^he ii^j^^. (j^pusands of innnigrant children. 

\ew York City, many school reforms were initiated 
^^illiain H. Maxwell who became Superintendent of 
^^choo}^ i„ 1898. Maxweirs interest in the education of 
inimiir^.^j^^ children may have stemnied, at least in part, 
""^ the discrimination he himself suffered after his ar- 
^^^^^ the I r.ited States from Northern Ireland where he 
^^*iis IX teucht*r. Because he was a foreigner, he could not 
^^'^ ^ job for many years. After working for several years 
Newspaper ii:an, he finally got a teachmg position in 
Brookjyj^ Ma.xwell built many new schools, especially in 
^^^'^^ of great concentration of immigrants, including the 
Lowoj. j^,^^^ j^.j^ "Little Italy" around Mulberr>' 

Street. ^|^^^^ ^j^^ schools were equipped with 

'^paoc^^jg playgrounds, libraries, and gynmasia. They ser\'ed 
^" evenings as adult centers for adults. The school 
^'"^^^^'lilum \vas greatly expanded to include instruction in 
^^^>'^^^^ul ediiciition, .science, health and hygiene, sewing, 
^ ^'Ven in eticpiette and manners. Since 1909, Maxwell 
^ddec) ^ jitring of vocational schools which taught immi- 
^^^"^^^ and native children carpentrv, plumbing, and other 
^'^^^^ skills. 

^king note of the poverty in many immigrant slum 
areas ^^^y^ Board of Education instituted free 

breakf^j,^ ^jid lunch programs. To make the food more 
palati^^j^^ special ethnic foods, like Jewish kosher meals 
^"^ Italian pasta dishes were served in the city's Jewish 
^"^ ^^Ulian areas. 

^^senteeisin and the dropout rate were very high in 
Schools where imniigrant children abounded. It is indica- 
Of genuine concern for the education of the im- 
^lifiri^tits that since 1903, se\'eral laws were promulgated 



97 



TllK SCHOOLS AM) I TW AlU) MOHILn V 



93 



to e\t(Mid the compulsory attendance a^e liuiit and to 
conilxit truancv'. Most significantly, special, so called "C" 
classes, were or>^ani-/ed to provide intensixe instruction in 
En^lisli to (ilder inumKrant children in order to enable 
them to enter regular cla::ses in the shortest time. 

What happened in New York was largely duplicated 
in Chicago. Philadelpliia, Boston, and in smaller cities with 
large concentrations of inunigrants. In Gary, Indiana, where 
Croats. Poles. Serbs. Bohemians, and Jews settled in large 
numbers because oF the con /entration of steel mills, the 
public scliools were lieaded by William Wirt, one of the 
most authoritarian, irnaginatixe. innovative, and controversial 
educators in America. W irt made no bones about his ob- 
jective of molding the children of the immigrants into 
patriotic, virtuous, and hard-working Americans. To ac- 
complish this objectix e, he built in Gary many school build- 
ings which were the showplaces of school architecture in 
tlie nation. Gary schools had splendid gymnasia with large 
swinnning pools and large auditoria equipped with theatre 
stciges and fine libraries. Regular public schools and the 
many vocational schools that were built under W'irt s 
leadersliip were oi)en in the exenings and thousands of 
children and parents used the sport facilities and took ad- 
vantage of adult classes and lectures. In order to provide 
a closer link between school and home, teachers were re- 
(juired to make reguhir visits to the homes of their pupils. 

W irt introduced a tweKe-month school program on a 
platoon basis. Students were in the schoolrooms only half 
a day and spent the rest of the da\' in vocational shops 
and other work centers. The "Gary Flan" was widely imi- 
tated throughout the country. 

W irt was an outspoken advocate of a rapid process of 
Americanization of the inunigrant children. lie had little 
regard for the ethnic cultures of the innnigrants. However, 
there is no record of a significant opposition to W'irt on 
tlie issue of American^/ation. On the contrary, W'irt seemed 
to have enjoyed a grea. measure of support from the 
parents, the press, the clergy, and from the Gary connnun- 
ity at large, throughont his long tenure. Apparently, the 
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iiiuit^-fthnic city of Cary believed Chat their piibHc schools 
wwi! ^ood for their children. 

Nhiry Antin's happy experience in the public schools 
was not uni(in<\ Another equall>' popular autobiography of 
an innni^ant attests that some innni^rants from eastern 
Europe looked u ith fa\ ()r on their melting experience. In 
192.3. the famous inventor and professor of electro- 
mechanics at Ciohuubia Tniversity, Michael Pupin, pub- 
lished his memoirs under th(* title, From Immigrant to 
Inventor, The book was widely acclaimed and went 
through twenty-fi\'e editions. It was bought and read until 
the late UMOs. Pupin innni^rated to America from a Serb 
\ illa^e in 1(ST4. at the a^e of nineteen. In a ';hapter en- 
titled 'The Hardships of a Careen Horn/* Pupin describes 
the hardships he suffered in working on farms and fac- 
tories in Delaware and New Jerse\* and New York, but he 
also relates the many kindnesses he recei\'ed from total 
strangers. When he Ciirolled at C>ohnnbia College, while 
still a factor)' worker, his professors were kind, understand- 
ing, and \'er\' encouraging. He was soon elected class presi- 
dent. "But when .\merican college b()\s . . . elected for 
class presid(Mit*' he wrote, "the penniless son of a Serbian 
peasant \illage, becau.ve they admire his mental and 
physical efforts to learn and to comply with Columbia's 
traditions, one can rest assured that the spirit of American 
democracy' was very much ali\e in those college boys.'' 
Pupin "made it** and became a distinguished professor 
at Columl)ia. He. as he points out in his memoirs, re- 
tained his pride in the Serbian culture, language, and the 
Serbian Orthodox Church, while enthusiastically cherishing 
his American citizenship. Michael Novak has testified that 
his "making it" as a uni\*ersit\- professor was a painful 
experience for him because he felt compelled to give up 
the ties to his Slovak family and community, l^hese con- 
tradictory accounts only affirm the fact that it is impos- 
sible and unwise to generalize about experiences of mil- 
lions of immigrants who came to the United States from 
many countries and numy different cultural religious back- 
grounds. 
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Achnittedly. American education was, at the turn of the 
2()th century, ahuost excltjsively dominated by nun and 
women who belie\'ed that one of the important ta>;ks of the 
public schools wa,s to help the children of immigrants to 
assimilate, as (juickly and as painlessly as possible, into the 
common American culture. 

Cubberley defined his objective in i hlic Education in 
the United States: 

Our task is to assimilate or ainalj^aiiiate these people 
as part of the American race, and to implant in their 
chiklren. so far as can he done, the Anglo-Saxon concep- 
tion of righteousness, law. order, and popular government, 
and to awaken in them re\'erence for our democratic insti- 
tutions and for those things which w e as people hold to be 
of abiding worth. 

Connnenting on thi.s quote from Cubberley, Professor 
Rudolph X'ecoli of the University of Minnesota (in his testi- 
mony before the Pucinski Subconnnittee) said: "It is clear 
th.it Cubberley wished not to Americanize, but to Anglo- 
Sa.conizc the little immigrants." Granted that the tone of 
sui-eriority and the plea for indoctrination grates on our 
ears, one ought to ask whether the objectives as defined 
by Cubberley were faulty. Was it not necessary to teach 
the thousands of children of Poks. Italians, Serbs, Croa- 
tians and Jews, whose parents, for good reasons, con- 
sidered the law. the police, and all government officials in 
their countries of origin as tools of oppression and perse- 
cution, that law, police, and goxernmental authority were 
different in America? And was it not necessar\- to give them 
some ujuJerstanding of the nature and the operation of the 
American democratic institutions? 



The "Mainstream" American Culture 
And finally, was it desirable or even essential that the 
innnigrants and especially their children understand the 
cul'iiral values and mores of the main.streani American 
culture? This question poses a problem that must be dis- 
cussed at some length. W hat was the mainstream American 
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culture around tlu' \car I9()()'.'' Present-day spokesmen tor 
the white ethnic ^roup r(*fer rather conteniptuousK' to that 
culture as W ASF or Au^lo-Saxon, But is it indeed true 
that the irnnuurants who came (o New York, ('hica^o, 
Boston, and Los Angeles at tl. turn of the eentur\ en- 
countered (he ruritaii (!!al\'inistic ethic and culture that 
make Non ak so unha|>p\ :^ 

There are tew studits of American culture and Ameri- 
can national character. The best research in that area was 
doni* 1)\ the late Berkcle\ historian, Da\id Potter. In his 
hook. People of Plenty: Economie Abundance and the 
American Character ^ published in 19.>1, Potter suggested 
that rclati\ f economic proNperit\' accounts for American 
traits like mobilit\, a^^ressi\'cness, and an attinit\' tor 
competition, In a laier essa>', Potter asstTted that both the 
American culture and American character are rooted in 
the inuni^ran* origin ot the American people. The only 
people in America uho art* trut* AnuTicans, Potter at- 
tirmed, are the Indians; all other Americans are innni- 
■'jimts. Americans, in time, became united b\' important 
charactiTistics and conunon \alues. Without these connnon 
commitnUMits and connnon reSj>ect tor certain (jualities of 
cliar:icter, customs, and \'ahies, there could ne\er have 
been an .American nationality. 

It is partK- for this reas;)n that Americans, although com- 
milted to the principle of freedom of thought, ha\'e ne\ (T- 
theless placed such a he;A\' emphasis ui)on thi* obligation 
to acci*pt certain undefined tenets o^ "Aniericanisni." 
This profound i)bser\'i,^ion ma\' help explain the tear that 
i^ripped numy natixf Americans when confronted with 
hu^e innni^ration waves ot millions of toreiKners. rhcy 
simply were not sure that America was yet a united na- 
tion, bound b\' conunon \'alues and able to withstand the 
intluence of masses of people with different cultural \'alues 
and mores. Thi'S. what appeared to the innniji^rants as 
An^lo-Saxon arrogance and a sense of superiority' may 
ha\e been in fact the manifestations of a feeliniz; of in- 
securitN by a nation still in its formativ e state. 

The antipath\' and the ridicule that confronted some of 
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the imrniKrants in the I'nited States oii^ht to be put in 
perspectiN'e by a c:)inparis()n with the contemporary atti- 
tude ot nati\e popuhitions in other countries toward ahens 
in their midst. In the last few decades, we have seen the 
la\\*abidin^ people of Great Britain in a veritable turmoil 
over the immi^ation of a few hundred thousand West 
Indians and Pakistanis. Powerful \'oices warned that con- 
tinued innni^ration would undermine the English society 
and subx'ert its values and institutions. Public opinion 
finally forced the British government to severely limit 
immigration. The law passed in Parlianjent bad the over- 
whelming support of both major parties, the Conservatives 
and the Socialist Labor Party. 

The 8(K).()()() Algerians in France, most of whovn came 
there after World W ar IK have yet to be accepted by the 
lYench people. The\' are harassed, ridiculed, and perse- 
cuted by the police and by large segments of the popula- 
tion. 'I'he several hundred thousands of Yugoslavs, Italians, 
and Turks who are imported to West Germany as tempor- 
ary workers for jobs the Germans do not wish to do, are 
held in open contempt by the German population. In 
many Ciernian cities, the immigrants are often jeered at 
and e\en beaten by hostile mobs. German political leaders 
vie with each other in declaring that the ingress of immi- 
grants must stop. Immigrant laborers in civilized Holland 
and Belgium find themselves in a similar predicament. \o 
goxernnient in the European Common Market countries 
would (hu-e to allow many of these foreigners to become 
permanent residents. Contrasted with this situation in the 
enlightened I97()s, the record of America on the immigra- 
tion issue looks (juite good. 

What culture confronted the immigrants on the Ameri- 
can soil? Observers of the American scene, both foreign 
and native, who travelled e.xtensixely in the United States 
ne\er perceixed the American nuunstream culture as it 
appears to Novak or Greeley. They did not see it as an 
Anglo-Sa.xon or British- American culture. On the contrary, 
they all saw in it uniquely American features closely tied 
to the American experience in a new, vast co\n)lr> . Alexis 
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do Tocciiier-illc, the brilliant French aristocrat, observed in 
18:36 that for the Americans "Liberty is not the chief ob- 
ject of their desires, equality is their idol. 1'hey make rapid 
and sudden efforts to obtain Hberty, ... but nothing can 
satisfy them without ecjuahty, and they would rather perish 
than lose it." Enghsh writers Harriett Martincau and 
Charles Dickens, who traveled extensively in the United 
States, found Httle Anglo-Saxon or British in the charac- 
ter or the beha\ior of the Americans. In fact, Dickens 
heartiK' disliked ahnost e\erything he saw in America, 
especially its crude, impatient, and aggressive people, 
bent on preaching and practicing equalitarianism. 

Frederick Jackson Turner concluded in his famous 1893 
essay, "The Significance of the Frontier in American 
History," that America's national character and culture 
owed much less to the English heritage than to the con- 
ditions of hving on the frontier. According to Turner, life 
on the frontier, which gradually shifted from the Eastern 
Seaboard to the Far West, forced Americans to be self- 
reliant, inventive, practical, aggresJve, and mobile indi- 
vidualists. I'here was no other way fur them to carve out 
a civilization from a wilderness in a hostile environment. 
Turner declared. 

The American intellect owes its .striking characteristics to 
the frontier. That coarseness and strength, combined with 
uciiteness and ucciuisitiveness; that practical turn of mind, 
(luick to find expedients . . . that restless ner\'ous energ>'; 
that dominant individualism . . • these are traits of the 
frontier ^^-aits called out elsevv'here t^ecause of the ex- 
istence oi i:< ntier. 
Americans w r / ; liWdualists, as Turner saw them, but 
they were ah : ormists, as de Tocqueville observed. 
In modern te ^ ^- d by David Riesman in The Lonely 
Crowd, Americans are either "inner-directed * or "other- 
directed." Using the frontier experience as a frame of 
reference, there is no contradiction between these two 
characteristics. Americans in the seventeenth and eight- 
eenth centuries were mostly self-employed, living in rela- 
tive physical isolation, but they needed the help of their 
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neighbors in the face of natural disaster or hostile Indians. 
No wonder, then, that Americans are today both indi- 
vidualists and enthusiastic joiners of clubs and orj;;ani/.a- 
tions. 

The discussion of the native American culture and of 
the American national character, as it was already formed 
by the time of the Great Migration, is pertinent to a con- 
sideration of the relationship bet\Neen the native Ameri- 
can society and the immigrants and to the role of the 
schools in educating the childrer of the immigrants. It 
would seem that the mainstream culture that confronted 
the immigrants was not the Puritan, Anglo-Saxon culture 
but an already melted American culture. The immigrants 
found an American nation that exhibited and cherished 
character traits and values forged by the frontier experi- 
ence on the American soil. As Daniel Boorstin has shown 
in his works on American social history, American political 
institutions^ the schools^ and the courts were mainly the 
product of American experience, not imported from Eng- 
land or from Europe, but pragmatically formed to answer 
the needs of Americans in their 'irw land. No wonder, 
then, that many immigrants found this new American cul- 
ture so attractive and were eager to imitate and internal- 
ize the commonly cherished traits of the American char- 
acter. 

In this light, the special lo\'e shown by the immigrants 
for American history and their worship of Washington and 
Lincoln become readih' understandable. The present-day 
writers on ethnicit\ and the imn:iigrant experience do 
\'iolence to historical truth when they write about coercive 
efforts to mold the immigrants to conform to an Anglo- 
Saxon culture, which in fact the immigrants did not con- 
front because it did not exist. 

To be sure, the process of assimilating the immigrants 
and their children to the American culture was often crude 
and insensitive. Members of the American education es- 
tablishment and the schwol superintendents in the big 
cities, most of them of EngHsh stock, perceived it to be 
their duty to make the public schools the most efficient 
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"istrunionts for transmission of American culture to native 
'Uid immigrant children alike. All were to be taught to 
'iC'cept the American system of vahies and ideas. Educa- 
tion for hving in the American democratic society %\*as the 
Soal of schooling, with the clear iniphcation that that 
^ociet\' \^*as far superior to the mode of Hving so dear to 
the hearts of most imn^igrant parents. Most educators and 
t^^achers profc-mdly beheved in the sacred mission of 
^Americanization and had an abiding faith in the abiHt>' of 
the American environment and of American education to 
transform human nature. The *Yefuse of Europe*' was to 
l^e bettered and ennobled by the infusion of American 
Vahies and i leas. 

Granting that the "Americanization'' of hundreds of 
thousands of children of immigrants was often a painful 
^^xperience, the fact is that it was eminently successful, 
tven more important, it was necv.^sary if a ^'nation of im- 
^nigrants** was to remain a nation with a common culture. 
Public schools were the basic workshop of American de- 
^nocracy where ethnic and religious differences were de- 
^'Hiphasized, where children of many races began to look 
iipon themseKes as Americans, and where they learned to 
'ive together and to take advantage of the opportunities 
^^f American freedom. Handlin, in Immigration as a Factor 

American Hv>tory, chastises some of the teachers for 
ignoring ethnic sen.sibilities, but he emphasizes the role of 
the schools in providing the opportunity for upward mo- 
bility for the immigrants. However, Peter Schrag, in The 
decline of the WASP, complains that the immigrants had 
to pay a price for their advancement. "If you wanted to 
advance/' he says, "you paid a price, changed your name, 
j^^nked your accent, named your children Lynn and Shelley, 
^nd you didn't mind their growing contempt for your 
ethnicity." All this is true, but millions of ethnics did not 
^^^ind paying the price of admission to American society. 
Many paid it with joy and gratitude. 

Jew ish grandparents and parents had an abiding love 
for the public schools because they opened new oppor- 
tunities for their children. The American public school, in 



103 



•I'lIK SCHOOLS WD rrWAHl) MOHILri Y 



10! 



which thvTv were no compulsory religious prayers and 
where Jewish children were not an isolated and despised 
niinority, was incomparably better than the schools in 
Poland, Russia, Serbia, Hungary, or Slovenia. The short- 
eninK of lonjj;, unpronounceable names, which were 
originally imposed on Jewish tamilies !)y hostile Russian 
county clerks, and the substitution of English tor Yiddish, 
was, in most cases readily accepted. 

Most Jewish parents welcomed every outward evidence 
that their children were becoming Americanized. A child 
who asked tor a baseball, a bat, and a ^love brought 
smiles of pride and tears of joy to the eyes of his parents. 
It was a si^n that he was becoming a *'real" American. 
Surely, the rapid assimilation of the young, their abandon- 
ment of religious practices, the unwillingness to attend 
Yiddish or Hebrew afternoon schools, was painful to some 
parents, especially those who were orthodox. On balance, 
however, most Jews wanted to pay the price of admission 
to the dominant society. They thought the price to be a 
rea:;onable one for the opportunity to live in a country 
where freedom and eciuality, while not unixersalh* practiced, 
were deeply ingrained constitutional principles. 

The same was undoubtedly true of millions of Germans 
and Scandinavians and, with some exceptions, of millions 
of Poles, Italians, Irish, and other innnigrants who escaped 
from foreign or domestic oppression and from abject con- 
ditions of poverty. F'or the children of immigrants, the 
education they received in th^\ public schools represented 
the gate to opportunity. The ,)ublic schools and the uni- 
versities fulfilled their assigned roles more than adequately. 
1 hose ethnic leaders who today deride the record of the 
public schools ought to remember that their parents and 
grandparents valued the public schools as one of the most 
impc^rtant American institutions and demanded, often by 
the use of corporal punishment, obedience and respect for 
the teachers. 

A balanced assessment of the record of the public 
schools will also have to include the recognition of the 
fact that it was precisely one of the values in the WASP 

I if a 
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etiiic that affirmed the freedom of the iinnii^rant ^rotips 
to practice their faith and to adhere to their vahics. This 
basic princii)Ie in the American Creed niade the preserva- 
tion of ethnic differences possible. To su^^est, as Professor 
\'ecoIi did, that Americanization was similar to the ruthless 
attemj)t to Cerniani/e the Poles, an attenipt bolstered by 
hiws and governmental regulations, is a distortion of the 
record of history. According to Oscar Handlin, 

Ainerieani/ation did not make all groups alike or destroy 
their ethnic (luality. Not only did traditions retain their 
strength but the very conditions of co-existence u: a plural- 
istic s()Ciet>* created the assumption that each man would 
adhere to the ^aith of his fathers. 

Many groups in the American society were unwilling to 
pay the price and did not want to "make it" on WASP 
terms, but they suffered no great misfortune, and still 
thrive. One million Cajuns in Louisiana still speak some 
French and adhere to their own cultural mores, and yet 
they can boast of their growing economic and political 
power. In 1971, a French-speaking Cajun was elected 
governor of the state. The same is true of the Chinese- 
Americans, the Amish, the Hassidim in Brooklyn, and 
others. Of course, thes? groups preserved their separate 
identity by imposing upon themselves a large degree of 
isolation from the general society. This is a price that 
many other immigrant groups were unwilling to pay. 

On the whole, however, the process of assimilation of the 
large ethnic groups, the Irish, the Poles, the Jews, and the 
Italians, has been quite successful. In spite of what the 
ethnic leaders tell us, the melting pot is neither a dead 
myth nor a failure. In fact, that theory worked remarkably 
well, on the whole. It is estimated that the United States 
between the years 1880 and 1920, absorbed about 40 mil- 
lion immigrants, mainly from Ireland, Scandinavia, Ger- 
many, and central and southern Europe. Millions of chil- 
dren and grandchildren of these former Irishmen, Germans, 
Swedes, Poles, Italians, and others have indeed "melted.** 
They consider themselves, and are considered by others, 
as * just Americans.** Some of them cut the ties to their 
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ethnic >2;r()ups in order to ach ancc ocononiirjalh' and so- 
ci?ill> in tlie dominant society, hut inan>' wcro attracted by 
the rich American culture and heritage and felt no ne^d to 
cherish old memories and loyalties. The descendants of 
Americans who came to the ' ^nited States from colonial 
times and onward, and the descendants of the hundreds 
and thousands of pioneer.; who settled the Western frontier 
areas have also, with sorue exceptions, shed any ties they 
had with their respectr e ethnic communities. The heroes 
of the conquest of the West, Daniel Boone, David Bridger, 
Wyatt Earp, Judge Bean, Matt Dillon were Americans who 
forgot or disregarded their ethnic origins. Accurate figures 
on white ethnic communities in the Uni^^d States are hard 
to come by, hut even if we acce{)t th exaggerated figure 
of 40 million white ethnics, and add to it 20 million blacks 
and 10 million Spanish-Americans, that still leaves ovei 
150 million people in America who have no particular 
ethnic affiliation. 

In addition, thdie is an infinite variety of modes of 
identification of those who do have some ethnic loyalties. 
An ethnic identification scale may start with a young mar- 
ried couple whose parents were bom in Germany and who 
do not speak German, belong to no German-American or- 
ganization but like **sauerbraten,'* to Meir Kahane of the 
Jewish Defense League, who has despaired of the American 
society and urges a mass exodus of Jews from the United 
States to Israel. The varieties of ethnic identification be- 
tween those two extremes cannot even be catalogued. 

Jews in America are American Jews; Italians are 
American Italians; and Poles are American Poles. The 
same is true of other white ethnic groups. The '^American" 
component is not easy to define, but ethnically conscious 
Americans seem to be quite clear about their American- 
ism. They often make the point that loyalty to their ethnic 
group made them better ar:d prouder Americans. 

The public schools, the evening schools, and the. settle- 
ment houses played an important role in the absorption 
of the millions of immigrants. Gunnar Myrdal, the Swedish 
sociologist, has devoted many years to the study of the 
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Aincrican socift}". In a recent article in The Center Mafia- 
ziue, ho inadf this sound rxation on the role of the 
public schools in the period of large-scale innnigration: 

Throughout this lonji^ period, the inunigrants cauie al- 
most entireK" froiu the lower social and economic strata in 
their home eonntries. All liad to start from the bottom and 
work themselves up, a process aided b\' the public school 
s\-steni. which, uith all its defects, was a relatively efficient 
v'eliiele for social mobilitv. e\en it if took a geiUTation or 
two to elimii the lackler. 
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